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INTRODUCTION TO THE 
NEW TESTAMENT

Week 8: The Pastoral Epistles: 
1 & 2 Timothy, Titus

Pastoral Epistles
 Called the “Pastoral epistles” 

because they were written by Paul to 
two young converts in roles of 
leadership (1 Timothy 1:2, Titus 1:4)

 The only letters addressed to 
individuals with responsibilities

 The letters are not exclusively about 
pastoral duties, and their message is 
also for churches

 Some similarities, but also 
differences and unique contributions

Pastoral Epistles: Common Phrases
 God the Savior (1 Timothy 1:1, 2:3, 4:10; 

Titus 1:3, 2:10, 3:4)

 Sound Doctrine, Faith, 
Teaching (1 Timothy 1:10, 6:3, 2 Timothy 
1:13, 4:3, Titus 1:9)

 Godliness (1 Timothy 2:2, 3:16, 4:7-8, 6:3, 5-6; 
2 Timothy 3:5, Titus 1:1)

 Controversies (1 Timothy 1:4, 6:4, 2 Timothy 
2:23, Titus 3:9)

 Trustworthy sayings (1 Timothy 1:15, 
3:1, 4:9, 2 Timothy 2:11, Titus 3:8-Used nowhere else in 
NT)
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Pastoral Epistles: Common Themes
 The Gospel: Standing on the 

truth, defending against false 
teachings

 The Christian Life: Holiness 
means doing certain things 
and abstaining from others

 The Church: The church is 
the family of God and must 
be led appropriately

Problems with the Pastoral Epistles
 Problem: The events mentioned (such as Paul’s time in Crete 

(Titus 1:5) do not fit into Paul’s life and ministry described in 
Acts

 Solution: Paul’s death is not recorded in Acts, and he likely 
went on another missionary journey. There is plenty of time 
for these events to take place before his death. 

 Problem: The theology is different than the other letters, the 
church structure seems more advanced.

 Solution: The theology is consistent, and the church has 
grown and changed over its short lifetime 

Problems with the Pastoral Epistles

 Problem: The vocabulary is different, the style is different, 
this doesn’t seem like Paul (but maybe someone else)

 Solution: The scope of these letters is limited and they 
address different circumstances and subject matter. Paul 
himself has changed, matured and has a slightly different 
perspective. It is possible that Paul used Luke (or someone 
else) as his scribe (amanuensis) for these letters that He 
had not used before. 
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A Timeline of Events
■ AD 58 Paul is arrested in Jerusalem

■ AD 61 Paul arrives in Rome and begins his first 
imprisonment (house arrest)

■ AD 61-63 First Roman Imprisonment (Acts ends at 
this point see Acts 28:30)

■ AD 64-67 Paul is released and writes 1 Timothy and 
Titus, probably from Macedonia 

■ AD 67-68 Paul is arrested and martyred. Prior to his 
death he writes 2 Timothy



3/24/2018

4

Who Was Timothy? 
■ Timothy had a Jewish 

mother/Greek Father

■ He believed in the Gospel under 
Paul, and traveled with Paul on 
his second missionary journey

■ Paul circumcised Timothy

■ Timothy was a young man (met 
Paul as a teenager

■ Timothy may have struggled with 
stomach issues, anxieties
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Why Write 1 Timothy?
 Instructions about how to care for 

the church at Ephesus

 To develop the charge and remind 
Timothy of His work:
 To refute false teachings

 Gnosticism, Decadent Judaism, 
False Asceticism

 To supervise the affairs of the 
growing church

1 Timothy: Key Themes
 The Gospel must impact the behavior of 

believers. 

 Evangelism is essential to the mission of the 
Gospel

 Proper behavior in corporate worship (order) is 
necessary

 Church leaders must be above reproach

 Protect the purity of the Gospel in all things

1 Timothy: Basic Outline
I. Greeting (1:1-2)
II. Introductory Remarks (1:3-20)
III. Worship in the Church (2:1-15)
IV.Qualifications for Church Leaders (3:1-13)
V. The Minister’s Job in Tough Times (3:14-

4:16)
VI.Duties Toward Others (5:1-6:2)
VII.Conclusion/Final Charge (6:3-21)
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What About Women in Ministry?
How do we interpret 1 Timothy 2:11-15?

■ “I do not allow” is written with the 
authority of an apostle

■ 1 Corinthians 11:5 assumes that 
women will speak in church, so Paul’s 
writing here seems to be about 
authority and leadership, not 
speaking in general

■ Paul’s argument is theological in 
nature, and assumes God has an 
order/different purpose for different 
genders. 

What About Women in Ministry?
Possible Interpretations

■ Paul had in mind specific women as he 
wrote to Timothy who were causing a 
disruption at Ephesus, and did not have 
all women in mind. This was not a 
universal and permanent command.

■ Paul was writing from a unique cultural 
perspective, our culture is different now 
and this is not a universal and 
permanent command. 

■ Paul’s command is universal and 
permanent, and should be followed in 
most situations
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What About Women in Ministry?
Implications

■ God is free to do what he pleases to 
do, and has often chosen to do what 
goes against our thinking

■ God has clearly gifted women in 
ministry and given them a place in the 
church, both in Scripture (Priscilla). 

■ No matter how we interpret these 
verses, they must not prejudice us, or 
keep us from working together in 
ministry. 

1 Timothy/Titus: Qualifications for 
Elders (Overseers)

 Greek: Episkopos (5 times in the NT), synonymous with 
presbuteros (Overseer, elder, pastor)
 Used to describe community rulers, officials, etc. during the 

time of the NT
 Responsible for shepherding and managing the local 

congregation
 A noble calling
 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:7-9 list some but not all of the 

qualifications.
 As you look at the list, what quality is most difficult to see today? 

1 Timothy: Unique Contributions
 One of Paul’s most personal letters, that speaks of the love 

for Timothy

 Sheds light on the ministry and organization of the church

 Along with Titus, a list of qualifications for elders 

 Focus on ministers/ministry: more than any other NT writing

 Emphasizes both character and conduct

 A protest against needless controversies

 Looking to the past as guidance for the future
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Who Was Titus? 
■ Titus was a Greek and not 

circumcised, who met Paul on 
his first journey

■ Titus was probably stronger 
than Timothy 

■ Titus was probably more 
mature and possessed a 
different personality.

■ He was an organizer, and 
trusted friend of Paul 

Why Write Titus?
 To instruct Titus on how to organize 

the young church that he and Paul 
had planted

 To give Titus authority and guidance  
on many things:
 Meetings of the church
 Government of the church
 Faith and Conduct
 Warnings about false teachers

 To share Paul’s future plans
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Crete is the fourth 
largest island in the 
Mediterranean Sea.

It is mentioned in Acts 
27:7-13 and was a 
place of deplorable 

morals. Cretans were 
synonymous with 
dishonest, lazy 

gluttons.

Titus: Basic Outline
I. Greeting (1:1-4)
II. Titus’s Ministry in Crete (1:5-16)
III.Sound Teaching (2:1-15)
IV.The Importance of Good Works (3:1-11)
V. Final Instructions/Conclusion (3:12-15)
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Titus: Unique Contributions
 A reminder that the Gospel is for the most 

unpromising of people
 Right belief is connected to right behavior!
 An emphasis on loving and doing what is good in a 

place that was just the opposite.
 Everything we have comes from the grace of God, 

we must rely on that grace to save and teach us 
how to live.  

 Looking for the return of Christ, a truth that 
satisfies Paul throughout his life. 
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Why Write 2 Timothy?
 Paul was lonely, he had been 

deserted by many and longed for 
Timothy to come to him soon. 

 Paul was concerned during this 
time of persecution for the 
churches and reminds Timothy of 
His task

 A word for the Ephesian church 
(4:22, the you is plural) through this 
letter

2 Timothy: Basic Outline
I. Greeting and Thanksgiving (1:1-7)
II. Not Ashamed of the Gospel (1:8-12)
III. Loyal to the Faith (1:13-18)
IV. Strong in Grace (2:1-13)
V. An Approved Worker (2:14-26)
VI. Preparation for Difficult Times (3:1-9)
VII.The Sacred Scriptures (3:10-17)
VIII.Fulfilling Your Ministry (4:1-8)
IX. Final Instructions (4:9-18)
X. Benediction (4:19-22)
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Paul’s “Swan Song” (Parting words)
2 Timothy 4:6-18

 Preceded by a charge to Timothy to 
preach the Word (Paul’s closing 
remarks begin with this precious 
reminder)

 Paul’s approaching death is an 
sacrifice/offering of joy to the Lord 
(daily)

 Paul uses athletic imagery to 
describe his life and how He has 
“fought the good fight”

Paul’s “Swan Song” (Parting words)
2 Timothy 4:6-18

 The crown of righteousness?
 Continues the athletic imagery 

(crown of victory)
 Perhaps a reward given by Jesus 

Christ, for the works of 
righteousness done in faith

 Perhaps representative of the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, 
being awarded to Paul
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Paul’s “Swan Song” (Parting words)
2 Timothy 4:6-18

 Ends with personal reflections:
 The healing of a relationship 

(John Mark)
 The pain of those who left
 The importance of Scripture 

(scrolls)
 Trust in the Lord: “And I hope by 

Thy good pleasure, safely to 
arrive at home”

2 Timothy: Unique Contributions
 The importance of heritage and foundation in the life of 

a Christian (1:14)
 A second charge for Timothy
 The importance of Scripture, and it’s purpose (3:16  and 

following)
 Paul’s “Swan Song” and a reminder of how a Christian 

martyr should face death (4:6-8)
 A reminder that the cost of discipleship is great, and 

involves suffering and opposition (3:1-11)
 A very personal epistle (25 references to individuals)

Assignments, Wrap Up
■ Discussion Board (Due by April 7th): Prompt 1: Pick 

one qualification and describe how it should be 
displayed of a church leader or pastor today, using other 
Scriptures to support your work. (Consider yourself in 
the position, meaning, don't make the description 
unrealistic!). Prompt 2: Based on the list of 
qualifications, in your own words, describe a faithful 
pastor or leader. (You can make reference to the list, but 
this is meant to paraphrase it, not simply quote the 
Scripture. In other words, don't just write out the list 
again). 
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Assignments, Wrap Up

■ Test #2: Using the same information for test 
one, sign in and take test  no latter than 
Saturday, April 7th. (I will resend instructions 
after today’s class)

■ Read: Carson and Moo Chapters 19-20 and 
Hebrews and James


