
Study Notes: Mark 9:1-13

September 12, 2021: “Learning to Listen”

Prepared by Reverend Robert W. Rice

Pastor, Muncy Baptist Church

And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste

death before they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.”

● The words that begin Mark 9 actually fit better with the ending of Mark 8. These were the

final words that Jesus spoke as He discussed what it meant to be a disciple. Even though the

words are puzzling, the words are truth (they begin with the Greek Word amēn, which is

translated as “truly”) and a promise made by Jesus Christ.

● The promise is that some will “see the kingdom of God has come with power” prior to their

death. While several explanations have been offered about what this means, the two

suggestions that make the most logical sense are as follows:

○ Some scholars believe that this event was fulfilled at the resurrection of Jesus. The

New American Commentary explains, “Calvin took the difficult phrase to mean ‘the

revelation of the heavenly glory which Christ began with the resurrection and then

more fully offered when he sent the Holy Spirit and worked marvelous deeds of

power.’ M. Luther and K. Barth championed similar interpretations. That God’s

kingdom came in power in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is a common New

Testament idea (cf. Rom 1:4; 1 Cor 6:14; 2 Cor 13:4; Phil 3:10).”

○ Given the context of Mark 9 (along with Matthew and Luke’s Gospels), some

scholars believe that this statement refers to Jesus’ transfiguration. At the

transfiguration, which occurred less than a week later, Peter, James, and John

(some standing here) saw the power and glory of Jesus and the Kingdom of God.

While this was a ‘preview’ of what would happen at the resurrection, it was

nonetheless a fulfillment of Jesus’ promise.”

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high

mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. His

clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.

● Six days after Jesus spoke to the crowds, He took the inner circle of disciples (Peter, James,

and John) with Him to a mountain. This imagery is reminiscent of Exodus 24:15-16, when

Moses went up on the mountain to hear from God.

● As they were up on the mountain, Jesus was transfigured before the disciples. The Pillar

New Testament Commentary states, “‘To transfigure,’ from the Gk. metamorphoun, carries

the root meaning ‘to change.’ The verb occurs only four times in the Greek Bible (9:2; Matt

17:2; Rom 12:2; 2 Cor 3:18), and in each instance it denotes a radical transformation. In

Mark’s transfiguration narrative, metamorphoun does not signify a change in Jesus’ nature

but rather an outward visible transformation of his appearance to accord with his nature. As

a result of his transformation, Jesus’ clothing becomes ‘dazzling white, whiter than anyone

in the world could bleach it.’ Despite its faltering description, v. 3 succeeds in conveying

that the transfiguration is so complete that Jesus’ clothing as well as his person is

transformed.”

● The New American Commentary explains that the transfigured appearance of Jesus is

unlike anything in this world, and suggests that “the brightness recalls the shekinah

[dwelling or setting of the divine presence of God] of glory of God in the Old Testament.”

And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.

● Two men, Moses and Elijah, who were both considered important to the Jewish nation,

appeared before Jesus and spoke of what was to come. It is likely that Moses represents the

Law and Elijah represents the prophets, who both point to Jesus; as the New American

Commentary explains, “Their appearance to Jesus suggests that the law and the prophets

bear witness to him and that he is the fulfillment of the ancient Scriptures.”



● Luke’s Gospel tells us that Elijah and Moses were discussing Jesus’ departure and the end of

His life. Given their topic of discussion, it is likely that Elijah and Moses came to strengthen

and encourage Jesus as He prepared for the cross.

● The Pillar New Testament Commentary also explains how the disciples would have

recognized these men as Elijah and Moses, “If it be queried how the three disciples,

especially in their lethargic state, recognized the attendants as Elijah and Moses, it might be

suggested that in the realm of God, which is momentarily breaking into the life of the

disciples on the summit of the mountain, all things are known for what they are (1 Cor

13:12).”

Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters —

one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (He did not know what to say, they

were so frightened.)

● The disciples were terrified and in awe of what they were witnessing. Rather than remain

silent, Peter decided to make a suggestion of building shelters and allowing this to be a

place of worship and remembrance.

● The New American Commentary explains that this may have been because this event

occurred around the Feast of Tabernacles when shelters were erected. It also explains why

Peter’s suggestion is problematic, “To have erected shelters as Peter wished would have put

Jesus on the same level as Moses and Elijah. It would have prolonged or even made

permanent the situation. To do so, however, would have detoured Jesus from the cross.

Although the transfiguration gave a preview of Jesus’ future glory, in actual fact the cross

had to precede glory. Mark wanted to emphasize that suffering was also a necessity in the

case of Jesus’ disciples.”

Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is

my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

● Rather than accept Peter’s suggestion, God the Father rebuked Peter and reminded Him

that they should listen to Jesus.

Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except

Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell

anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. They kept

the matter to themselves, discussing what “rising from the dead” meant.

● Just as quickly as the transfiguration began, it ended. Jesus told the disciples to keep this

matter secretive, mainly because the disciples did not understand its significance. After He

had risen from the dead, they would understand.

● It’s clear from Mark’s commentary on the discussion of the disciples that they lacked

understanding of Jesus’ teaching and the resurrection at this point in time.

And they asked him, “Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come

first?” Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things.

Why then is it written that the Son of Man must suffer much and be rejected? But I

tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him everything they wished, just as

it is written about him.”

● The disciples were still perplexed about everything that Jesus spoke of, and because they

saw Elijah, they asked Jesus about a common understanding that Elijah would come prior

to the Messiah. This understanding comes from the Old Testament prophecy found in

Malachi 4:5.

● Jesus explained that Elijah had come. The Faithlife Study Bible explains, “Jesus is referring

to John the Baptist, who came in the spirit of Elijah (Matt 11:13–14).”

● After affirming the truth of the teaching that Elijah would come first, Jesus then pointed the

disciples back to the idea of His suffering and death, a reminder that as the Messiah, He had

come to give His life.


