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God's Story

My StoryYour Story

Effective 
Witnessing
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: Peace & Life

God loves you and wants you to 
experience peace and life –

abundant and eternal. 

: Peace & Life
The Bible says:

• “We have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Romans 5:1

• “For God so loved the world that he gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

• “I have come that they may have life, and that they 
may have it more abundantly.” John 10:10

don’t most people have this 
peace and abundant life that God 

planned for us to have?
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The Problem: Our Separation
• God created us in His own image to have an 

abundant life. He didn’t make us robots to 
automatically love and obey Him. God gave 
us a will and freedom of choice. 

• We chose to disobey God and go our own 
willful way. We still make this choice today. 
This results in separation from God. 

The Problem: Our Separation
The Bible says:

• “For all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.” Romans 3:23

• “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Romans 6:23
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Our Attempts to Reach God

People have tried in many ways 
to bridge this gap between 

themselves and God. 

Our Attempts to Reach God
The Bible Says:

• “There is a way that seems right to man, 
but its end is the way of death.” 
Proverbs 14:12

• “But your iniquities have separated you 
from your God; and your sins have hidden 
His face from you, so that He will not 
hear.” Isaiah 59:2
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God’s Bridge: The Cross

God’s Bridge: The Cross
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Our Response: Receive Christ 

Our Response: Receive Christ 
The Bible says:

• “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine 
with him, and he with Me.” Revelation 3:20

• “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God.”                 
John 1:12, ESV

• “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved.” Romans 10:9, ESV

Where are you?

Here? Or here?
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Here is how you can receive Christ:
1. Admit your need (I am a sinner).
2. Be willing to turn from your sins (Repent).
3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the 

cross and rose from the grave. 
4. Through prayer, invite Jesus Christ to come in 

and control your life through the Holy Spirit 
(Receive Him as Lord and Savior).

:
Dear God,

I know that I am a sinner. I want to turn from my 
sins, and I ask for Your forgiveness. I believe that Jesus 
Christ is Your Son. I believe He died for my sins and that 
You raised Him to life. I want Him to come into my heart 
and to take control of my life. I want to trust Jesus as my 
Savior and follow Him as my Lord from this day forward.

In Jesus’ Name, amen. 

His Word
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“He who has the Son has life; he who does 
not have the Son of God does not have life. 

These things I have written to you who 
believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life.” 

1 John 5:12-13

Receiving Christ, we are born into God’s 
family through the supernatural work of 

the Holy Spirit, who indwells every 
believer. This is called regeneration or 

the “new birth.”

This is just the beginning of a wonderful, new life in 
Christ. To deepen this relationship, you should:

1. Read your Bible every day to know Christ better.
2. Talk to God in prayer every day. 
3. Tell others about Christ.
4. Worship, fellowship, and serve with other 

Christians in a church where Christ is preached.
5. As Christ’s representative in a needy world, 

demonstrate your new life by your love and 
concern for others. 
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• Pastor is irrepressible advocate of discipleship.
• Church membership is granted only when a person covenants 

to participate in a focused, demanding discipleship process with 
a mentor from the church who has gone through the same 
process.

• All ministry programs of the church are tied to discipleship 
outcomes.

• All teaching of the church, from Sunday school to adult classes is 
coordinated around evangelism and discipleship themes.

George Barna – True Disciples
•Few churches or Christians have a clear, 
measurable definition of “Spiritual Success”!

•We have defined “discipleship” as head 
knowledge, rather than a complete, integrated 
transformation.

•We teach in random ways over a sustained, 
systematic approach.

•Small groups typically fail to provide spiritual 
nurture.

•Church leaders aren’t zealous about the spiritual 
development of people.

•We invest most of our resources on adults, 
rather than on our children and teens.

•We divert our best leaders to ministries other 
than discipleship.

•(Money and Many become our end goal.) DPE
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• Leaders have a passion for making disciples.
• Depth of spirit is goal.
• Maturity in Christ.
• Practice-Process-Interactive (in community)
• Multifaceted – get rid of “we never did it that way before.”
• Lifelong: Every day of life for all of life. Don’t think program, 

trust process of Holy Spirit breathing new life into you and 
into your church. 

PRAY – PRAY – and PRAY some more!

“Then Jesus came near and said to them, ‘All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe everything I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.’” 
Matthew 28:18-20

• A commitment made by you.
• Lord use me – anyway – anytime – anywhere.
• This mission is fueled by prayer; alone time with Jesus; 

and with contacting people to share yours, theirs, and His 
witness with.

• “Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what 
is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.”       
Romans 12:2


