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We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. Whoever 

says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is 

not in that person. But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made 

complete in them. This is how we know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in 

him must live as Jesus did. 

● John continued to explore the implications of his thesis statement from 1 John 1:5. 

Having stated that in order to have fellowship with God, who is light, we must walk in 

the light; John explained that statement further in these verses.  

● We can be assured of our salvation and our fellowship with God if we keep His 

commands. Like much of what John wrote, this statement came directly from Jesus 

Christ (see John 14:15, 15:10).  

○ The verb that John used to describe our relationship with God is “know him.” In 

Greek this is the word ginōskō. It is the same word used for the intimate 

relationship a husband and wife share. By using this word, John talked about 

having a relationship with God, not simply having knowledge of or about God.  

○ The New American commentary notes about our relationship with God and 

keeping the commandments, “When one is born of God, he has been begotten 

into an intimate relationship with each member of the Godhead—Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit—and it is the keeping of the commandments that bears witness to 

this union.” 

● Similarly to his discussion about sin, John examined a false belief along with this 

statement of assurance. If someone claims to have a relationship with God but does not 

seek to keep God’s commands, that person is lying and they have not come to a 

knowledge of the truth.  

● If we obey the commands of God, which are written in the word of God, our love for God 

finds completion; meaning it completes a transformation in our hearts. Obedience is the 

ultimate way we can show our love for God, and as an example of what living a life of 

loving obedience looks like, John offered the example of Jesus Christ.  

○ Many times in the New Testament Jesus is lifted up as an example for us, 

especially by Paul (see for example 1 Corinthians 11:1, Philippians 2:5-11). Jesus 

lived a life of perfect obedience to the Father, and our goal should be to emulate 

the life of Jesus in every respect, with the aid of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one, which you 

have had since the beginning. This old command is the message you have heard. 

Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and in you, because 

the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 



● In one sense, John’s command to be obedient (which was later revealed to be the 

command to love God and love one another) is nothing new. It is the same 

commandment found in the Old Testament (see Deuteronomy 6:5, Leviticus 19:9-18) 

and spoken by Jesus (see Matthew 22:27-39, John 13:34-35). In this sense, the command 

is old, because the message has been preached many times.  

● However, the command is also new, because Jesus gave it new significance. The New 

American Commentary notes, “The law of love is new in the sense that it is seen in Jesus 

and established by him through his death and resurrection. This command is also new in 

that Jesus by his obedience fulfilled the whole of the law and gave it ‘a depth of meaning 

that it had never known before’ (John 13:34b, 35). Finally, this command is new because 

for those who believe it makes possible a new and eternal life in which they are motivated 

by the grace of God to fulfill the law of self-sacrificing, Christlike love.” 

 

Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the 

darkness. Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there 

is nothing in them to make them stumble. But anyone who hates a brother or 

sister is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness. They do not know 

where they are going, because the darkness has blinded them. 

● John further explained and provided examples of the new commandment, which is to 

love God and love one another. It is impossible to love God while hating a brother or a 

sister. Love of God and love of neighbor are interconnected. If you love God, you will 

then walk in the light and love other people.  

● However, if you hate other people, you cannot possibly have fellowship with God, as 

hatred is darkness while God is light. Truly, hatred is a darkness that leads to stumbling 

and blindness. It must be dealt with as any other sin is dealt with, by confessing that sin 

and looking to Jesus Christ for forgiveness.  

● The New American Commentary states, “There are no shades of gray when it comes to 

John’s discussion of an individual’s relationship with God. One is either in the light or in 

darkness. One either loves his brother or hates him. When someone is in the light, he is 

enabled to love. The one who is in darkness has no capacity to love, for, as we will see, his 

eyes have been blinded by the darkness.” 

 


