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They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to

know where they were, because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them,

“The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him,

and after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand what he meant

and were afraid to ask him about it.

● After Jesus healed the boy who was possessed by the demon, He and the disciples left to

spend time together, without crowds. Jesus intentionally avoided the crowds of people,

because He was instructing the disciples about what would happen in just a short time.

● This was the second time Jesus predicted His passion in Mark’s Gospel. Just like He did

earlier, He spoke of being delivered, being killed, and rising again. Also, much like

before, the disciples did not understand what Jesus was talking about.

● Rather than ask Jesus any questions, the disciples chose to remain silent. The Expositor’s

Bible Commentary sheds light on what their fears may have been, “Was their fear of

asking Jesus about what he had said due to their fear of facing a full disclosure of the

suffering that lay ahead? Or was it due to their failure to understand Jesus’ answer when

they had earlier asked about the coming of Elijah (9:1)? Or were they fearful of being

rebuked, as Peter had been (8:33)? Whatever their reasons, they were afraid to ask Jesus

for an explanation.”

They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were

you arguing about on the road?” But they kept quiet because on the way they had

argued about who was the greatest.

● When Jesus and the disciples arrived at Capernaum, Jesus asked them about what they

were discussing. Mark reveals that the disciples were in an argument about who was the

greatest. It is possible that this argument broke out between the inner three and the

other nine disciples over the nine’s inability to drive out the demon. Perhaps Peter (or

James and John) said something to the effect of, “Well, if we had been there, we could

have driven that demon out.”

● The Expositor’s Bible Commentary explains that the argument that the disciples were

having, while inappropriate, was not unusual, “The dispute of the disciples is not

surprising in the light of ancient Near Eastern culture, in which honor, status, and

position were of utmost importance.”

● However, when Jesus asked them about their conversation, the disciples were afraid and

embarrassed by their argument, so they held their tongues knowing nothing good would

come from telling Jesus.

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first

must be the very last, and the servant of all.” He took a little child whom he

placed among them. Taking the child in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever

welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever

welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me.”



● Even though the disciples did not reveal their argument, Jesus knew their hearts and

addressed the situation. He assumed the posture of a teacher, and began to explain that

the Kingdom of God is not about being great, but about being a servant and taking a

humble place.

○ The Expositor’s Bible Commentary adds insight to the teaching of Jesus when it

notes, “True greatness comes through service of others. To become first, you must

be last — the position of a lowly servant. The term ‘servant’ (diakonos) commonly

refers to a table waiter or domestic servant, someone whose sole purpose was to

meet the needs of others.”

● As an example, Jesus chose a little child. In ancient times, children were not considered

as important; thus the child became an example of taking the time for what the world

deemed insignificant. Jesus suggested that in order to be great, one must be willing to

welcome even a little child, and to be willing to humbly serve to be part of His Kingdom.

○ The New American Commentary adds: “To ‘welcome’ or ‘receive’ (RSV, NASB,

NEB, REB) means to be concerned about, to care for, to show kindness to. To do

so in the name of Jesus means to do as he would do, to do so for his sake, to do so

as a Christian. To accept the outcasts and oppressed is a way of accepting both

God and Jesus. Greatness in the kingdom consists not of position but of

ministry.”

“Teacher,” said John, “we saw someone driving out demons in your name and we

told him to stop, because he was not one of us.” “Do not stop him,” Jesus said.

“For no one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment say anything

bad about me, for whoever is not against us is for us. Truly I tell you, anyone who

gives you a cup of water in my name because you belong to the Messiah will

certainly not lose their reward.

● After Jesus taught what it meant to be a part of His Kingdom, John shared knowledge

about an unknown person performing exorcisms in the name of Jesus. Because this

person was not one of the twelve, the disciples told that person to stop.

● Jesus rebuked the disciples for such behavior, which suggests that the disciples still did

not realize that the Kingdom was bigger than they. Rather, Jesus explained that one who

is not against Jesus is for He. If anyone serves in the name of Jesus, even in a seemingly

small and insignificant way, what they are doing is valuable to the work of the Kingdom

and they will be rewarded.

○ The New American Commentary explains: “Jesus ’— and Mark’s — point was that

all who with any degree of sincerity do something for or on behalf of Jesus (note

‘in my name’) were to be recognized as allies, if not fellow disciples. The lesson

for the church today is that tolerance, acceptance, and recognition should be

extended to other denominations and to persons of other theological

persuasions.”

● The Faithlife Study Bible explains, “His followers treat all people with love and kindness.

This distinguishes them from those who do not follow Jesus (compare Matt 25:31–46).”


