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Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.  

● Having explained that those who are children of God will purify themselves as Jesus is 

pure, John expanded upon what purity should look like. He began with a discussion on 

what has no place in the life of a follower of Jesus Christ: sin.  
● John defined sin as breaking of the law or lawlessness (literally, without the law). In 

using this definition, John made an allusion to his earlier discussion on antichrists, who 

opposed Christ. In 2 Thessalonians, Paul spoke of the antichrist as the “man of 

lawlessness” (see 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10). John drew a distinction between the actions 

of those who are children of God, and those who are not; those who sin and practice 

lawlessness are not children of God.  

○ The New American Commentary notes, “It is true that lawlessness is usually 

understood to be the violation of God’s law. But lawlessness is more than the 

absence of God’s law for John. It is a willful rejection and an active disobedience 

against God’s moral standard, which is a characteristic of the child of the devil.” 

● In using the word “everyone,” John clarified that there are no exceptions. Those who sin 

are people of lawlessness and are not children of God! The New American Commentary 

helps us understand what John meant with his statements in this chapter, “The word 

poiōn is used frequently in this section (vv. 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10) to imply a continual practice 

of sin as well as a realization of sin’s completeness. In other words, it is a willful, habitual 

action.” 

 

But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him 

is no sin. No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin 

has either seen him or known him. 

● Jesus Christ lived a sinless life so that He might serve as the sacrifice for our sins. This 

was the reason Jesus came to earth and the reason we have salvation.  

● John’s statement seems bold and contradictory to his earlier statements about sin in 

earlier chapters. However, here, John talked about patterns of behavior and desires (see 

note above). While believers will wrestle with sinful tendencies and their sin nature, 

John described people who choose to habitually sin without any regard or desire, to put 

sin to death.  

● The Faithlife Study Bible states, “John seems to be arguing against those who use God’s 

grace as an excuse for sinful behavior (compare Rom 6:1–11). It may be that John’s 

opponents viewed salvation as something spiritual only that gave them permission to go 

on living a sinful life.” 



● It is important to note that John was concerned in this section of his letter with 

contrasting children of God with children of the devil. A single act of sin cannot 

distinguish these things, but habits and behaviors are the concern of John.  

 

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right 

is righteous, just as he is righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of the 

devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son 

of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. No one who is born of God will 

continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, 

because they have been born of God. This is how we know who the children of 

God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is 

right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister. 

● John’s primary concern was that no one was to lead believers astray with false teaching. 

The New American Commentary notes about these false teachers, “From all indications 

the apostle is dealing with individuals who are indifferent to sin. They believed that they 

could engage in any and all kinds of sinful activities and still be in fellowship with God. 

In their line of reasoning, their acts were merely amoral. It was such licentious beliefs 

that John confronts. Sin is not amoral. It is not something to which one can be 

indifferent. On the contrary, sin is a willful disregard for God.” 

● Those who are children of God will seek after righteousness as Jesus Christ was 

righteous. They will not seek after sin, which Jesus came to destroy when He destroyed 

the works of the devil.  

● John’s statement about no one being born of God continuing to sin, is a contrast to those 

who do not know God. John was speaking of habits and patterns in the life of the 

believer. Children of God will seek, with the help of God to deal with sin in their life, 

rather than accepting it as normal.  

● The New American Commentary further states, “John is not suggesting that the child of 

God will not commit a single act of sin. Instead, John is describing a way of life, a 

character, a prevailing lifestyle. Here the present tense verb contextually depicts linear, 

continual action. In other words, the believer will not live a life characterized by sin...The 

child of God has experienced a decisive break with sin. Sin no longer controls his life.” 

● In speaking of sinful behavior, John picked up on another of his themes, the importance 

of loving others. Many times we see sin in terms of commission, or the things we do. The 

idea of not loving others is a sin of omission, missing the opportunity to do what is right. 

John highlighted  that sins of omission, particularly a lack of love, is sinful as well, and 

believers will seek to eradicate these attitudes from their lives.  

 


