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When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and

the teachers of the law arguing with them. As soon as all the people saw Jesus,

they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. “What are you

arguing with them about?” he asked.

● After Jesus, Peter, James, and John came down from the mountain where Jesus was

transfigured (see Mark 9:1-13), they rejoined the other nine disciples. When they arrived,

a large crowd gathered. The crowd was both overwhelmed and grateful that Jesus

arrived.

● Jesus and the three disciples noticed that an argument was being questioned by the

teachers of the law. The questioning turned into a dispute, so Jesus asked the group what

the argument was about.

A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed

by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it throws him

to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I

asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not.”

● A man in the crowd indicated that the argument was about his demon-possessed son.

The disciples were asked to drive out this demon, but they were unsuccessful. Because

Jesus gave authority to the disciples (see Mark 6:7-13), there was confusion and

questions about why this demon could not be driven out.

● In describing the boy’s condition, it was clear that not only had the demon robbed the

child of speech, but it was also trying to destroy him. He was plagued by seizures and

great difficulty.

“You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you?

How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.”

● Jesus’ first response to the situation was frustration. He commented about the unbelief

of those gathered and wondered out loud how long He must continue to deal with such

unbelief. The NIV Application Commentary explains Jesus’ reaction, “This lament

expresses his exasperation at an unbelieving, quarrelsome crowd (see Deut. 32:5; 20; Isa.

65:2; Jer. 5:21–23; Phil. 2:15). Jesus could do no mighty works in Nazareth because of

their unbelief (Mark 6:6), and now the crowd’s and his disciples’ lack of faith contribute

to failure. Jesus expresses in a complaint ‘the loneliness and the anguish of the one

authentic believer in a world which expresses only unbelief.’ His lament also expresses

urgency. ‘How long?’ does not convey a wish to be rid of inept disciples but refers to how

little time he has left to soften their hardheartedness and to acquaint them more fully

with the power that can expel evil. Time is short. Will they ever catch on?”

● Though full of frustration, Jesus did not leave the boy to suffer. He intervened in the

situation by asking to see the boy Himself.



So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy

into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.

Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,”

he answered. “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you

can do anything, take pity on us and help us.”

● When the boy arrived at Jesus, the impure spirit was greatly disturbed and caused the

boy to seize, roll around, and foam at the mouth. Evidently, the impure spirit wanted to

show off its power to Jesus.

● Jesus then questioned the man about how long the boy had been plagued by these issues,

and found out that the boy endured the impure spirits and its attacks since he was very

young. The man added that the spirit even tried to kill the boy by throwing him in water

to drown him, or fire to burn him alive.

● The boy’s father pleaded with Jesus to help them if He was able. His choice of words may

be related to the fact that neither the disciples nor the teachers of the law were able to do

anything to help at all.

“‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.”

Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my

unbelief!”

● Jesus challenged the man’s understanding by first questioning his choice of words. Of

course, Jesus could help them, in fact, anything was possible if the man placed his faith

in Jesus.

● On hearing the words of Jesus, the man recognized that his heart was full of both faith

and doubt. He asked Jesus to help him overcome his unbelief. The man desired for faith

to win the battle for his heart! About the man’s declaration, theologian John Calvin

wrote, “He declares that he believes and yet acknowledges himself to have unbelief.

These two statements may appear to contradict each other but there is none of us that

does not experience both of them in himself (emphasis his).”

When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the impure

spirit. “You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I command you, come out of him and

never enter him again.” The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came

out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” But Jesus

took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up.

● When the crowd gathered, Jesus revealed His power to them. He rebuked the impure

spirit, called it to come out of the boy, and commanded it to never enter again.

● Even as the spirit was driven out, it provoked one last show of power by causing the boy

to shriek and have a violent seizure. This left the boy so utterly exhausted, that he

appeared to be dead. However, with the touch of Jesus, the boy was revived and stood up

on his feet, fully healed.

After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we

drive it out?” He replied, “This kind can come out only by prayer.”



● Though the disciples failed at driving the demon out, they still expressed a desire to learn

from the situation. They asked Jesus why they lacked the ability to drive this demon out.

Jesus’ answer indicated that they needed to pray. The NIV Application Commentary

explains, “The prayer that Jesus has in mind is ‘not merely a pious exercise;’ rather, it is

‘the sense of complete dependence on God from which sincere prayer springs.’ A life of

prayer goes hand in hand with effective ministry. It makes one receptive to the action of

God. One cannot get ready for the moment by quickly uttering a special prayer; one has

to be ready through a prayerful life when the moment comes.”

● Some manuscripts add “and fasting” to the end of this verse. If fasting should be

included in Jesus’ comments, it does not necessarily change the meaning of the

statement. Fasting is closely related to prayer and indicates an intense concentration or

devotion to God. Jesus’ point is that intense spiritual preparation and connection to God

are required to cast out such a resistant and powerful demon.


