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Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  

● Once again, John used the theme of loving one another, which he already addressed in 

this letter (see 1 John  2:7-11, 3:11-18). This time, John explained the motivation and 

reason for our love; we love because of the love that God has given to us. Love has its 

origins in God Himself.  

● Having been loved by God, we should love one another. Loving others is a mark of a true 

believer.  

● The Greek word for love that John used in these verses is agape. Agape is defined as love 

which is demonstrated by service and action.  

 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love 

does not know God, because God is love.  

● Love is an essential part of our relationship with God through Jesus Christ, however, 

John was not suggesting that simply trying to love is enough to know God. Instead, he 

was explaining how we can only love if we know God through Jesus Christ. The New 

American commentary explains, “In other words, it is not the person’s ability to love that 

causes the new birth, but his ability to love flows from his regeneration in Christ.” 

● To be born of God and to know God means to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. The 

Faithlife Study Bible states, “Those whom God has fathered spiritually (believers in 

Christ) enjoy a relationship with Him (1 John 1:3; 3:1, 10); they have been adopted as 

God’s children. As Father, God provides His children with guidance through the Spirit. 

John’s use of this language reflects God’s act of making people one with Him and 

restoring the image that God intended for humanity in the beginning (compare note on 

Gen 1:27).” 

● When John made the statement that God is love, he was expressing how it is possible for 

us to understand and know God. We only know God through His love, which is displayed 

through His Son, Jesus Christ. John would further explain that love in greater detail in 

the following verses. The New American Commentary notes, “Love, real love (cf. 1 Cor 

13), has its ultimate source and origin in God. It is not an abstract concept but concrete 

action, as John will now explain.” 

 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 

world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but 

that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  

● God’s love is not an esoteric concept, but demonstrated in real, concrete actions. Jesus is 

the embodiment of God’s love. God sent His only Son, Jesus Christ, so we might find new 

life in Him. Jesus provided the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and allowed the wrath of 

God for sins to be satisfied, that we might have love.  



● God did not send Jesus Christ to this earth because of our great love for Him. In fact, 

Romans 5:8 explained that Jesus was sent to earth while we were still in our sins. John 

reminded us that love first comes from God and flows to us as a result of God’s mercy 

and grace. The Expositor’s Bible Commentary says, “The sending of the Son was, 

therefore, an act of purely benevolent love, not motivated by anything believers had 

done, and not God’s requiting of a love they already had for him.” 

 

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has 

ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 

complete in us. 

● Because of God’s love for us, we should seek to love one another. Our love for one 

another displays our faith. When we love one another, God’s love is made complete in us.  

 

This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his 

Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 

Savior of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God 

lives in them and they in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for 

us. 

● The Holy Spirit serves as our assurance that we have a relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ. By acknowledging Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, we have a relationship 

with God the Father. The Greek word translated as “acknowledges” is homologeō, which 

means “to profess, confess, agree with.” We must agree with God that we need a Savior, 

and accept that Jesus is the Son of God and our way to heaven. This is how we know the 

love of God, remain and rely on that love to guide us to heaven, and to teach us to love 

one another.  

● As we come to know the love of God through Jesus Christ, we must remain and rely on 

that love, for it leads us to eternal life and empowers us to love one another. The Faithlife 

Study Bible sees this statement as the main message of John’s letter, “This phrase, which 

continues the thought from v. 15, represents the main point of John’s letter: A person 

who is truly a Christian and part of the Christian community correctly identifies Jesus as 

the incarnate Son of God. Christians demonstrate their belief in Jesus by loving others, 

admitting sin, and letting God transform their life (1:6–7; 2:10, 19). These actions also 

define a person as a true child of God and a member of the believing community.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. This is how love 

is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of 

judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. There is no fear in love. But perfect 



love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is 

not made perfect in love. 

● Again, John made the statement that God is love (see notes above). God’s love is 

completed as we accept that love and allow it to impact and influence our behavior. God’s 

love for us helps us to have confidence and assurance of our eternal destiny.  

● John’s statement about “no fear in love” is a statement about the day of judgment, not 

about a healthy fear or reverence for God. Because God’s love is in us, we no longer need 

to fear judgment or punishment. If we fear those things, then God’s love has not 

completed its work in us. Now, John was not suggesting that we shouldn’t fear and 

reverence God, but that we need not fear God’s wrath, for we have been forgiven and 

made righteous in Christ. 

 

We love because he first loved us. Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother 

or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they 

have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. And he has given us this 

command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 

● Our love is a result of God’s love for us. We cannot love God while hating our brother or 

sister, because God’s love within us will naturally lead us to love. If we love God, we will 

seek to obey His commands, and the greatest command given to us is to love one 

another.  


