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Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his

disciples were not even able to eat. When his family heard about this, they went to

take charge of him, for they said, “He is out of his mind.”

● As Jesus enters a house, the crowds of people continue to gather around Him. In this

case, Mark notes that the crowd even prevents Jesus from eating with His disciples.

Upon hearing about this situation, members of Jesus’ family, or perhaps some family

friends, the phrase is somewhat ambiguous (see note below), go to the house to attempt

to control the situation. The Pillar New Testament Commentary provides a more literal

translation of the interaction which shows the force behind it, when it notes: The Greek

wording is even more explicit: “they went to seize him, believing that Jesus had gone

berserk.”

● The Pillar New Testament Commentary offers an application from this situation: “The

very ambiguity of Mark’s wording, “the ones of him,” is a calculated reminder that those

closest to Jesus may indeed oppose him, and that proximity to Jesus—even blood

relationship or being called by Jesus—is no substitute for allegiance to Jesus in faith and

following.”

● The Faithlife Study Bible provides a list of possible motives behind the desire to “take

charge of Jesus”: “Jesus’ family might have wanted to preserve their reputation. The

political ramifications of Jesus’ actions and teaching also could have caused His family to

attempt to restrain Him, for fear of reprisal from Roman authorities or local Jewish

leaders. Alternatively, they might have not have believed that Jesus was the Messiah and

so attempted to silence Him to avoid being ostracized from the religious system

(believing that it, too, would reject Him). Since Jesus has been at the center of a crowd

almost continuously since His first teaching in Capernaum, it is unclear why His family

reacts now.”

And the teachers of the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed

by Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving out demons.”

● After the incident with Jesus’ family,  some teachers of the law come to challenge the

authority of Jesus. They do not deny Jesus’ power, but instead question its source. They

choose to see the work of Jesus as being based in the power of Beelzebul!

● The Pillar New Testament Commentary helps explain the problem with the religious

leaders objections. Though they believe that Jesus is working, they do not have faith

because…”Faith judges that the person and work of Jesus stand in continuity with the

character of God and hence have saving significance; disbelief judges that the person and

work of Jesus derive not from God but, as the scribes suggest in this instance, from the

devil.”

● The term Beelzebul is associated with false worship and it’s roots are with the Old

Testament false god, Baal.  It may mean “Lord of Flies” or “Lord of the Dung Heap.” In



any case, the term is meant to be a derogatory slur and equate what Jesus is doing with

the work of Satan.

So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How

can Satan drive out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom

cannot stand. If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. And if

Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. In fact,

no one can enter a strong man’s house without first tying him up. Then he can

plunder the strong man’s house.

● The point of Jesus’ parables is to refute the accusations of the religious leaders. It does

not make sense for Him to be working by the power of Satan to drive out demons. Why

would Satan empower Jesus to do work that destroys the work Satan is trying to do?

Instead, Jesus highlights the fact that though Satan is a strong enemy, He has the power

of Satan, because He has triumphed over him and bound him.

● This final statement about “tying up” or “binding the strong man” is the central point of

Mark’s narrative. Though others (his family, the religious authorities) are attempting to

bind or control Jesus, it is Jesus who has come with the power to bind or take control of

Satan and set things right on the earth. The Faithlife Study Bible explains that this refers

specifically to “Jesus triumphing over Satan during His temptation (1:12–13) and Jesus

casting out demons. These exorcisms indicate that Beelzebul (the strong man in the

parable) was defeated through Jesus’ resistance of temptation.”

Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter,

but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are

guilty of an eternal sin.”He said this because they were saying, “He has an impure

spirit.”

● In this case, blasphemy against the Holy Spirit refers to denying the work of Jesus and

attributing it to demonic powers, without a concern for repentance. Without believing in

Jesus Christ, there is no forgiveness!

● The Pillar New Testament Commentary explains: “It is imperative to note that Mark

places this saying as a warning, not as a condemnation or cause for anxiety. The same

saying that warns against ascribing evil to Jesus also assures of God’s willingness to

forgive “all the sins and blasphemies of men.” Anyone who is worried about having

committed the sin against the Holy Spirit has not yet committed it, for anxiety of having

done so is evidence of the potential for repentance. There is no record in Scripture of

anyone asking forgiveness of God and being denied it!”

Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in

to call him. A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and

brothers are outside looking for you.” “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he

asked. Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are

my mother and my brothers! Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and

mother.”



● To bookend the story, Mark again includes a story about Jesus’ family (this time his

mother and brothers) wanting to speak with Jesus. The implication is that they have

come to try and talk some sense into Jesus.

● Jesus responds in a rather odd way when He hears that His family desires to speak with

Him. He makes statements about His true family being those who do the will of God. In

making these statements, Jesus is not rejecting His family, but instead elevating the

importance of serving and doing the will of God. Identity comes from our relationship

with God first, and from other sources second.

● The New American Commentary explains: “The story about Jesus’ family redefines who

constitutes his family. Jesus’ true family consists of those who respond positively to him

rather than those who are physically related to him. The story also suggests that being a

part of Jesus’ family may require adjusting or even severing relationships with an earthly

family.”


