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Drawing Closer:  

Build Your Kingdom Here, Lord 

with Rev. Rob Rice, Pastor 

 

On Pentecost of this year, we committed ourselves to see 
God do a new thing at Muncy Baptist Church. Our desire 
was that God would use us to build His Kingdom here. 
We sought the Spirit of God to empower us to do the 
work of the ministry, and to help us discern more 
specifically what God was calling us to do.  
 
Realizing that God would speak through all of His 
people, we spent time over the past several months 
meeting with individuals and small groups to help lead 
us towards the next step of ministry. I am grateful that 
God allowed us to hear from so many individuals in our 
congregation, and I thank God for the many moments of 
confirmation and clarity that these meetings provided. 
 
I am excited to announce that on Sunday, September 
19th we are planning to celebrate what we have learned 
and how God has been at work in our midst, with a 
fellowship meal and special congregational meeting 
following our worship service.   
 
 
 

 
…continued on page 2 
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At this meeting, we will also take the next step to build the Kingdom at Muncy Baptist, by 
sharing more of what we’ve learned as well as some Mission Mandates that will guide us 
through the next year of ministry. We will also ask everyone who attends our church to 
commit to continuing to pray for our church, and to take steps to help foster the work of 
God in our midst.  
 
Prior to our meeting, we’ll be sharing a document that outlines a plan for us to use moving 
forward. Be sure to pick up one of these, attend the meeting if you are able, and pray that 
God will continue to use us, His people, to help build His Kingdom here at Muncy Baptist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Beginning Wednesday, September 8th at 7:00 p.m., 
join us in-person or online for our fall Bible Study. 
This Bible study will be from the book of Galatians, 
as we explore the power of the Gospel. As a 
foundation for this study, we will be using 
“Galatians for You” by Timothy Keller. If you are 
interested in purchasing a copy of the book (it's not 
required), please see Pastor Rob. 
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Unanswered Prayer 

with Rev. Dr. Don Edwards, Associate Pastor 
 

“Why does God only seem to answer some 

prayers?” 

 

Dear Unanswered Prayer, 

 

Have you ever thought to yourself, “Oh no!” when 

your prayer isn’t answered? Maybe you’ve heard it 

said that God always answers prayer with a “yes,” a 

“no,” or with a “not yet.” 

 

Even though we may pray, “Thy will be done,” I 

must admit that, deep inside, I am only satisfied 

with one answer: “yes.” And when it seems like God 

has not answered my prayer, when God seems so 

distant from me in my suffering, the existential 

question comes to mind, “DIDN’T GOD HEAR MY 

PRAYER?” 

 

The Apostle Paul gives us solid advice in Philippians 4:6, “Do not be anxious about 

anything but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 

requests to God.” It is by prayer, we can hand over our suffering and burdens in requests 

to God and know that He will answer and work for our good, because He has promised in 

His Word to do so (Luke 11:1-13). 

 

Paul further gives us a clear example from his life, “Three times I pleaded with the Lord 

to take it away from me” (2 Cor. 12:8). However, God’s answer was “no.” Paul’s response 

could have been “oh no,” as he felt weakened in his travail, yet he made a realization, seen 

in 2 Corinthians 12:9-10: 

 

 

 

…continued on page 4 
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In a radical way, Paul knew that in the midst of it all, God would provide a way. The same 

is true for each of us; God will provide a way through, and I believe that is in and through 

Jesus Christ.  

 

God hears your prayers! May we be content and trust God when the answer is “no,” for 

truly it is in our weakness, not our strength, that Christ’s power rests on us, and that is 

enough. Amen.  

 

 

 

Inconsistencies in the Bible 

with Rev. Rob Rice 

 

“Many times, the Gospels seem to disagree or contradict each other. For example, in 

the story of the demon-possessed man (or men) at the place called Gerasenes, Matthew 

8:28 mentions two men, but Mark and Luke only mention one. How do we make sense 

of the Gospels and reconcile these differences?” 

 

Dear Confused about the Inconsistencies, 

 

You’ve certainly got a keen eye for reading the three Gospels which are sometimes called 

the “Synoptic” Gospels, meaning “Seeing Together.” The difference you mention in the 

account from the region of the Gerasenes is one of many places where we find slightly 

different details from different authors. For example, if you look at the story of the 

resurrection, you’ll find all kinds of details that are difficult to make sense of, such as who 

went to the tomb first, and just how many people met Jesus that first resurrection day.   

 

In order to reconcile these differences, we need to understand that each Gospel has a 

slightly different style and a slightly different purpose. When the authors of each of the 

Gospels told their stories, they emphasized different details and had slightly different 

ways of telling the same story. For example, Luke is all about details, because he drew 

from a variety of eyewitnesses and sources (see Luke 1:1-4), while Mark is brief and action-

filled. Mark only tells us the bare minimum to get his point across.  

 

 

 

…continued on page 5 

“Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away. Each time he 

said, ‘My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.’ So 

now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 

can work through me. That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and 

in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for 

Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
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To fully see the picture of the stories, it’s best for us to see the accounts as a harmony, and 

the differences can be reconciled with some investigation, understanding, and maybe the 

help of a study-bible, good commentary, or discussion with one of the pastors! 

 

Since you asked specifically about Matthew 8, let’s look at that story. Yes, Matthew 

mentions two men, while Mark and Luke only mention one. In this case, we aren’t exactly 

sure why there’s a difference in detail, but it’s clear that there is not a contradiction. Just 

because Mark and Luke highlight the one man, it doesn’t mean there wasn’t another man 

there. Maybe Mark and Luke choose to highlight the man who desired desperately to go 

with Jesus (a detail that Matthew leaves out), or maybe the man was simply the more 

vocal of the two men. In any case, it’s clear that while Matthew highlights the additional 

detail, Mark and Luke aren’t disagreeing with his story, just leaving that detail out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a burning Biblical question that you would like answered?  

We’re looking for questions to pose to our pastors for upcoming newsletters. 

Please send your questions to muncybaptistoffice@gmail.com no later than 

Wednesday, September 15th to be published in time for our next 

newsletter. All questions will be kept anonymous. 

mailto:muncybaptistoffice@gmail.com
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On Sunday, August 8th, we gathered with 

our brother and sisters from Pleasant 

View Wesleyan Church for a picnic and 

softball game. The food was delicious, 

the fellowship was great, and the softball, 

well, let's just say we're anxious for a 

rematch! 

 

Check out more softball highlights at: 

https://www.muncybaptistchurch.org/o
ur-newsletter  

Pastor Don “sliding” into first. 

Nice hit, Kaylyn Rice! 

Barb Vermilya up at bat! 

Some of our cheerleaders,  
Cindy Edwards and Jen Rice. 

https://www.muncybaptistchurch.org/our-newsletter
https://www.muncybaptistchurch.org/our-newsletter
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Ken & Kristy Sheets 09/02 
Matt & Serena Johnson 09/05 

Jeffrey & Lesley Morrison 09/09 

Warren & Paula Fisher 09/14 

Damian & Danielle Hurne 09/14 

James & Denise Taylor 09/19 

Mark & Linda Swinehart 09/23 

Christopher & Jade Duhaime 09/27 

Jayson & Evelyn Parent 09/28 

Zach & Ashlee Mull 09/30 

Janet Davis 09/03 
Brian Wenhold 09/07 

Emily Moyer 09/10 
Richard Schnelle 09/10 

Beverly Smith 09/10 
Matt Burke 09/14 

Pastor Don Edwards 09/14 
Robert Kolbrich 09/14 
Benjamin Rose 09/14 

Bill Yeagle 09/14 
Ella Breneisen 09/15 

Kathy Gorg 09/15 
James Place 09/15 

Cameron Yeagle 09/15 
Marie Frederick 09/17 

Laurie Cressman 09/18 
Ken Sheets 09/19 
Tom Smith 09/22 
Billie Rose 09/23 

Kristy Sheets 09/23 
James Taylor 09/25 

Mitchell Johnson 09/27 
Lily Frederick 09/29 

Grace Soars 09/29 

Don’t see your anniversary or birthday?  

Please let us know, so we can celebrate with you! 


