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New Testament 
Overview

Introductions, Intertestamental Period, Canon, Synoptics Part 1

Week 1: February 3, 2018

Introductions

Who are you? 
What do you 
hope to learn 

from this 
course?

Keys to Success

▪ Understand Expectations
▪ Read with purpose
– Carson and Moo: Theme and Contribution
– Witherington: Major Points
– Bible: Major Themes/Skim Reading

▪ Ask Questions to gain understanding
▪ Seek to apply, rather than memorize facts
▪ Supplement as needed
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Intertestamental Period: The In-Between

“See I will send you 
the prophet Elijah 
before the great and 
dreadful day of the 
Lord comes. He will 
turn the hearts of the 
fathers to their 
children, and the 
hearts of the children 
to their fathers; or 
else I will come and 
strike the land with a 
curse.” Malachi 4:5-6

A record of the 
genealogy of 

Jesus Christ, the 
son of David, the 
son of Abraham:

Matthew 1:1 

What are the 
major changes 
that took place 

in between 
these two 

statements?  
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Key Groups to Understand

Pharisees

▪ “Separate Ones”

▪ Numbered about 6,000

▪ Believed in the entire Old Testament 
as law

▪ Oral Interpretations binding

▪ Believed in resurrection

▪ Accepted Rome as “necessary evil”

Sadducees

▪ “From Zadok” 

▪ Smaller group of priests often 
wealthy and Hellenistic

▪ Believed in the Torah as law

▪ Rejected Oral Interpretations

▪ Did Not Believe in the Resurrection

▪ Dominated the Sanhedrin

▪ Received Roman Support
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Key Groups to Understand

Essenes

▪ Isolation in the wilderness

▪ Scribes who worked at copying 
and studying the Torah

▪ Shared communal meals and 
properties

▪ Rejected Hellenism

▪ Qumran/Dead Sea Scrolls 

Zealots

▪ Movement against Roman rule 
which began in AD 6

▪ Extremists

▪ Theology resembled Pharisees

▪ Practiced terrorism against 
Romans, refused to pay taxes

▪ Simon, a disciple of Jesus

Canon: What’s included? 

▪ Means “measuring reed”, “rule”, “standard”

▪ Refers to the closed collection of documents that 
make up the Scripture

▪ Likely an Old Testament canon was recognized 
during the 1st Century AD

▪ New Testament canon a result of persecution, 
heresy, distance from Jesus, etc. 
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Canon: Rules for Inclusion

▪ Apostolic Origin: Written by an apostle, or a close 
associate of an apostle

▪ Conformity to Orthodoxy: Contained Christian 
truth as practiced by the early churches

▪ Widespread Acceptance: Used and accepted by 
early churches across various locations. 

Synoptics: “Seeing Together”

Synoptics: Similarities That 
Cannot Be Ignored

▪ Structure: Geographical 
journey

▪ Content: Parables, 
healings, exorcisms

▪ Tone
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Making Sense of Synoptics

▪ Oral Traditions and Form Criticism
▪ Written Sources: The Synoptic Problem
– Exact Agreement, yet puzzling differences

▪ Solutions to the Problem:
– One original Gospel
– Oral Sources
– Interdependence
– Two Gospel Hypothesis
– Two Source Hypothesis
– Four Source Hypothesis

2-Source Theory

Q=Quelle=German for ‘source’

4-Source Theory
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Why was Mark first? 

▪ Mark is brief (11,025 words compared to 18, 
293 (M) and 19,376 (L)

▪ Lack of Agreements between Matthew/Luke 
when Mark doesn’t speak of the event

▪ Order of Events

▪ Mark is primitive in grammar, theology

The mysterious “Q”

▪ Quelle is German for source

▪ A collection of Jesus’ sayings 

▪ Explains the 250 verses common to 
Matthew/Luke apart from Mark

▪ Doublets in Matthew/Luke

Redaction Criticism

▪ Inclusions/Exclusions
▪Arrangement
▪Change in wording
▪Seams or transitions
–Immediately, when Jesus had finished 

saying these things
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What are the Gospels? 

▪ Unique, but share features with 
ancient biographies. 
–Ancient biographies were not 

concerned with every detail of life, but 
with a purpose as outlined by the 
book. 

–Unique: Anonymous, combine 
teaching and action 

Harmonizing difficulties

▪ Gospels appear to contradict themselves.

▪ Not all information was necessary or important to 
include

▪ Historical accuracy does not always equal 
chronological accuracy. 
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Dating the Life of Jesus

▪ Birth: 6-4 BC

▪ Beginning of Jesus ministry: 25-29 AD (About 
30 years old)

▪ Length of Jesus Ministry: 3 years

▪ The Death of Jesus: 30 or 33 AD 

Assignments and Next Class

▪ Matthew, Mark, Luke

▪ Focus on “The Contribution of…” sections of
Carson/Moo

▪ Forum: Introductions complete by the end of this 
week, you may work ahead on week 2. 


