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Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave them

authority over impure spirits.

● Having called and given the Twelve Disciples authority (Mark 3:13-18), Jesus now sent

them out in pairs to do the work of the Kingdom. He reiterated the authority they had

over impure spirits or demons, that He first gave them in Mark 3:15.

○ The Greek word translated as “send them out” is apostellō. This is the word from

which the English word, apostle, is derived. The New American Commentary

explains that it has the significance of an official, important mission.

● Jesus sending the disciples out in pairs had a dual purpose. First, they could mutually

support and encourage one another. Second, they would now serve as legal witnesses to

bring testimony for Jesus. Indeed, the Old Testament Law states that a matter is proved

by two or three witnesses (see Deuteronomy 19:15).

These were his instructions: “Take nothing for the journey except a staff — no

bread, no bag, no money in your belts. Wear sandals but not an extra shirt.

Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. And if any

place will not welcome you or listen to you, leave that place and shake the dust

off your feet as a testimony against them.”

● Jesus’ instructions to the disciples about what to take on the journey (no bread, bag,

money, nor extra clothes) were an indication that the disciples were to trust that God

would provide for them. The Pillar New Testament Commentary explains that the few

items the disciples were to take, were reminiscent of the Exodus, “Items of clothing recall

the haste and expectation of the Exodus. They suggest that the mission of the Twelve

announces something as foundational and revelatory as the Exodus from Egypt, and that

the disciples must be as free from encumbrances as were the Israelites, to serve their God

in a new venture.”

● The disciples needed to depend on the kindness of those in the town, and rely on those

people who would welcome and receive their message. The Faithlife Study Bible explains

that in the culture, Jesus’ request was not that unusual, “In the ancient Near East, it was

common (and expected) for visiting travelers to be cared for — not doing so could result

in the traveler’s death, if they lacked provision. The decision for the disciples to go out in

full awareness that they will be in need encourages them to enter the homes of people

and share the message of the kingdom of God (see Mark 5:12–13).”

● The instructions were also a way to indicate the urgency of the mission. The disciples

were not to spend time packing or preparing, but to go and do the work of the Kingdom,

instead.

● Jesus further indicated that some people would not welcome or listen to the message of

the disciples. In this case, the disciples were to leave and shake the dust off their feet.

This was a testimony and sign of judgment on the people who had rejected their

message. The New American Commentary explains, “Jews returning to the Holy Land



removed foreign dust from their shoes and clothing in order not to defile the land. What

Jesus prescribed was a symbolic action in the tradition of the ancient prophets to

indicate first a warning and then judgment if rejection of the message and messengers

persisted. The action may also symbolize that a town which rejected the message of the

disciples was not a part of the true Israel.”

They went out and preached that people should repent. They drove out many

demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

● After the instructions from Jesus, the disciples went and did the work of the Kingdom.

They preached the same message of repentance that Jesus was speaking (see Mark 1:15).

They also drove out demons, prayed and anointed sick people, and brought healing to

them.

● The Pillar New Testament Commentary explains the significance of the anointing, “In

our passage anointing with oil is more than a means of healing but equally a sign of the

inbreaking of the good news, an anointing with ‘the oil of gladness’ (Ps 45:7).”

The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and

taught.

● After including a story about Herod’s reaction to the work of Jesus and His interactions

with John the Baptist (see Mark 6:14-29), Mark states that the disciples reported back to

Jesus about their mission.

● The Pillar New Testament Commentary summarizes the lessons that can be learned from

this account of the sending out of the Twelve, “The sending of these particular

individuals — and at this stage of their understanding of Jesus — testifies to the

beleaguered believers in Mark’s church, indeed to believers of every age, that the

fulfillment of the word of God depends not on the perfection or merit of the missionaries

but on the authoritative call and equipping of Jesus.”


