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Introduction to the 
New Testament 
Week 2 
The Synoptics Part 2: Matthew, Mark, Luke  

Matthew: Major Themes 
  Jesus as the Messiah and King, and fulfillment of 

prophecy 
  “As it is written/spoken by the prophet…”  

  Parables/Teachings/Discourses 

  The Kingdom of Heaven 

  The Sermon on the Mount (Kingdom Manifesto) 
  The longest discourse recorded by the 

Gospels 
  Jesus seen as fulfillment of the Law, the new 

Moses 
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Matthew: Basic Outlines 
Geographic 
  Prologue (1:1-2:23) 
  Ministry in Galilee/North (2:24-16:20) 
  Ministry in Jerusalem (16:21-28:20) 

“From that Time on” 
  The Person of Jesus (1:1-4:16) 
  The Proclamation of Jesus (4:17-16:20) 
  The Passion of Jesus (16:21-28:20) 

 
 



2/7/18	

3	

Matthew: Basic Outlines 
Narratives and Discourses (Carson & Moo) 
  Prologue (1:1-2:23) 
  The Gospel of the Kingdom (3:1-7:29) 
  The Kingdom Extended (8:1-11:1) 
  Teaching and Preaching the Gospel: Opposition 

(11:2-13:53) 
  The Glory and the Shadow: Progressive 

Polarization (13:54-19:2) 
  Opposition and Eschatology: The Triumph of 

Grace (19:3-26:5) 
  The Passion and Resurrection (26:6-28:20) 

 
 

Prior to 70 AD 

The Places of the Gospel 
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Matthew: Authorship 

  Anonymous, except for the 
addition of the phrase 
(kata Mattaion) 
  Side road: Anonymous 
vs. Pseudonymn 

  Early church attributed to 
Matthew or Levi, the 
apostle of Jesus 
  Matthew the tax-collector 

 

Matthew: Authorship: A 
Plagiarist?  

 

“The wholesale takeover of 
someone else’s literary 
work, with or without 
changes, was a common 
practice in the ancient 
world….” Matthew may 
have found this material 
helpful and a good starting 
point and may have even 
found this to be congenial 
to Peter a fellow disciple.  

Matthew: Provenance and 
Destination 

Where and Who 
  Antioch of Syria, 
but we can’t be 
sure 

  Probably to 
Jewish Christians 
where He was 
located.  
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Matthew: Purpose 
  No direct purpose statement 
  To demonstrate these things: 
  Jesus is the promised Messiah 
  Many Jewish people/leaders failed to 
recognize this 
  The promised Kingdom has already 
come 
  Gentiles can take part in the 
Kingdom 
  Jesus will return  

 

Matthew: Unique 
Contributions 

  Preserves large sections of Jesus 
teaching (Sermon on the Mount, Olivet 
Discourse) 
  An alternative birth narrative (Joseph’s 
perspective) 
  Use of the OT 
  Jesus fulfills the Law 
  A transition between covenants 
  Jesus as Immanuel  
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 Mark: Major Themes 
Euthys: “Immediately” 

  A focus on action 

  The stories of Jesus from Peter’s point of 
view 

  The story of the Good News of Jesus, the 
Son of God (Mark 1:1) 

  Jesus as a servant (Mark 10:45) 

  Suffering as followers of Christ.  
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Mark: Basic Outline  
(Carson and Moo) 

  Preliminaries to Ministry (1:1-1:13) 
  Transition: Jesus’ entrance to Galilee and proclamation of the 

Good News 

  First Part of Galilean Ministry (1:16-3:6) 
  Transition: Jesus’ Populartity/Exorcism (3:7-12) 

  Second Part of Galilean Ministry (3:13-5:43) 
  Transition: To Nazareth (6:1-6) 

  Concluding Galilean Ministry (6:7-8:26) 

  The way of glory and suffering (8:27-10:52) 

  Final Ministry in Jerusalem (11:1-13:37) 

  The Passion and Empty-Tomb Narratives (14:1-16:8) 

Mark: Basic Outline  
(Logos) 

  Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (1:1-9:50) 

  Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem (10:1-52) 

  Jesus in Jerusalem (11:1-13:37) 

  The Plot to Kill Jesus (14:1-15:47) 

  The Victory of Jesus (16:1-8) 

50s or 60s AD 
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Authorship:  
John Mark Telling Peter’s 

Story  

  Mark is anonymous, but the title kata Markon is attached 
sometime as the book circulates 

  Christian writers of 2nd and 3rd Centuries attest to Mark 

Papias, Bishop of Hierapolis attests to Mark as the author, 
with Peter serving as a source (according to Eusebius) 
  Mark wrote the Gospel that bears his name 
  Mark was not an eyewitness but obtained information from Peter 
  Mark lacks order, and reflects the occasional nature of Peter’s 

preaching 

Who was John Mark?  
 

  Mentioned in Acts, 
Colossians 4:10, 1 Peter 
5:13 

  A cousin of Barnabas, a 
companion of Paul 

  Known by Peter, “a son”  

  The young man who fled 
naked from Gethsemane 
when Jesus was arrested 

  Earliest traditions name him 
as the author of Mark 

Mark: Date and Place 
 

  Several options: 40s, 50s, 60s, 70s 

  Must be dated earlier than both Matthew and Luke 

  Best evidence favors the 50s or 60s 
  Peter was in Rome with Mark in the mid-50s 
  However, earliest traditions favor a date after Peter’s 

death. 
  Internal evidence seems to favor a date after persecution 

began in Rome (Nero in AD 65) 
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Mark: Place 
 

  Most likely written in 
Rome 
  Gospel contains 

“Latinisms” (12:42, 
15:16) 

  Mention of Alexander 
and Rufus  

  Gentile audience 
  Allusions to suffering 
  1 Peter 5:13 locates 

Mark in Rome with 
Peter at about the right 
time 

Mark: Purpose 
 

  Written for Gentile, Roman Christians who would 
hear the Gospel read aloud 

  To emphasize the humanity and suffering of 
Jesus 

  To present a balanced, historical account of who 
Christ is. 

  Evangelism: “To arm early Christian readers with 
a knowledge of the “good news of salvation” 

 

Mark: How’s It End 
 

  Verse 8 should be the end 
  Mark may have intended to write more, or the original 

ending may have been lost 

  Verses 9-20 are called the “Long Ending” and probably 
aren’t original 
  Two most important manuscripts don’t contain them 
  Jerome and Eusebius state the best manuscripts don’t 

contain them 
  Two other endings suggest there was disagreement on the 

topic 
  Verses 9-20 do not naturally flow from verse 8 and contain 

non-Markan words, expressions 
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Mark: Contribution 
 

  Mark assures that we won’t abandon the humanity of 
Jesus 

  Mark teaches that salvation hinges on historical events 

  Mark’s Gospel follows the same sequence of the 
preaching of the early church (see Table 5) 

  Mark presents a picture of the disciples that is real and a 
reminder for each of us: Privileged to belong to the 
Kingdom, but perplexed with suffering.  

  Pastoral: A call to the church to persevere through 
suffering 

Luke: Major Themes 
  “The Great Reversal” highlighting those who 

are marginalized by the world (sinners, women, 
the poor, Samaritans, etc.) 

  The Journey to Jerusalem: Begins in Luke 9:51  

  Saving the Lost: Luke 15 

  The beginning of Jesus’ story and the 
importance of God’s plan 
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Luke: Basic Outline 
  Prologue/Purpose Statement (1:1-4)  

  Births of John and Jesus (1:5-2:52) 

  Preparation for Ministry (3:1-4:13) 

  Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (4:14-9:50) 

  Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem (9:51-19:44) 

  Jesus in Jerusalem (19:45-21:38) 

  Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection 
(22:1-24:53) 

60s AD 
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Luke-Acts Connection 
  “In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all Jesus 

began to do and to teach…” Acts 1:1 

  All scholars agree that the books have the same 
author/similar themes 
  Open with the descent of the Spirit 
  Miracles/Preaching 
  Traveling 
  Trials end both books.  

  Gospel/Acts form a historical treatise of the work of 
Jesus/Holy Spirit 

Luke: The Good Doctor 
  The book is anonymous (no claim of authorship) 

  Luke is described elsewhere as “the doctor, who 
was Paul’s dear friend” (Col. 4:14) 

  Not an eyewitness to the work of Jesus 

  Gentile, educated, competent writer, good Greek 

  Much of this evidence comes from the book of 
Acts (we passages) 

  Early church attests to this as truth.  

Luke: For an Early Date 
  No mention of several key events (65-70) in the book of 

Acts 

  No mention of Paul’s release 

  No mention of fulfilled “Fall of Jerusalem” prophecy, and 
details given don’t necessarily reflect first hand 
knowledge 

  No mention of Pastoral Epistles 

  A friendly picture of Rome 

  Writes some 30 years after events, so many accounts 
would have been available…Luke may have been one 
of the first to read Mark’s account because of his 
connection to Paul 
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Luke: To Theophilus 
  Theo: God, Philus: Lover of 

  May be generic, likely intended a 
greater audience to read it 

Theophilus may be an alias 

  Likely a real person, perhaps a 
Roman aristocrat who financed 
the work of Luke 

  Maybe a newer convert 

Luke: Purpose 
  “Certainty” or “Assurance” about the stories 

that have been circulating about Jesus (Luke 
1:1-4) 

  To display the ultimate significance about what 
God has done in Jesus Christ.  

  To give readers/new converts “a reason for the 
hope that is within them”  

Luke: Unique Contributions 
  Luke shares more with John than the other synoptics 

(Mary and Martha, an interest in Jerusalem, etc.) 

  Birth narratives of John and Jesus (and early life of 
Jesus) 

  The plan of God (Luke-Acts) 

  Salvation/Save (most of any NT book) 

  Emphasis on Gentiles/Social Outcasts/
Socioeconomic issues  
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Questions, Assignments, 
Reminders 

  Read John, and Carson and Moo Chapter 6 

  Discussion Prompt #2 and replies 

  Other Questions/Thoughts 

  Opening/Closing Prayers for class 


