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Drawing Closer: Shift the Focus 

with Rev. Rob Rice, Pastor 

 

For seven years, each month I’ve written a little over a 
page for our church newsletter. Most times, I’ve written 
a devotional that corresponds to something that is 
happening either in the life of the church or in my own 
life. As we worked to put together this month’s 
newsletter, it was clear that the other features this 
month really needed to be highlighted. There’s 
information in this newsletter about how God is 
continuing to bless our church with financial resources, 
updates from our foreign missionaries, and a wonderful 
article from Pastor Don which calls us to pray. Rather 
than add another devotional thought to the mix, let me 
simply say this: as you read through these articles, ask 
yourself how God might be calling you to action this 
month. Is He asking you to pray more? To share in the 
mission of Muncy Baptist Church by giving financially 
or sharing the Gospel with someone you know? What is 
God asking you to do?  
 
When you hear the voice of God speaking, don’t ignore 
it, but seek to engage and do the work He is asking you 
to do, instead! 
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Problems with Prayer 

with Rev. Dr. Don Edwards, 

Associate Pastor of Evangelism & Outreach  

 

 

 

Prayer is a vital part of your walk with Christ, yet sometimes we get it all wrong. Some 

people find prayer easy to engage in, while others may honestly struggle to pray. There 

are many common mistakes we make that can present problems with our prayer life. Let 

me share a few with you: 

 

o You forget the purpose of prayer – Too often people view prayer as drudgery. 
It is something we have to do, and may feel the need to get it over with quickly. 
However, prayer is about relationship and communication. When Jesus taught His 
disciples to pray, He started with “Our Father” because it is about maintaining a 
relationship. 
 

o You try to pray perfect prayers – I have heard many individuals say that they 
can’t pray because they don’t know what to say. For some reason, there is a mindset 
that to pray effectively, you have to do it a certain way. You fall into the trap 
believing you have to pray a perfect prayer, but nothing is further from the truth! 
There is no such thing as a perfect prayer. Prayer is less about what comes out of 
your mouth and more about what dwells in your heart! Matthew 6:6-7 states, “But 
when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father 
who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. And when 
you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that 
they will be heard for their many words.” 
 

o You forget to be honest – A common problem people make is they feel they 
have to filter their emotions when they come to God in prayer. 1 Peter 5:7 says, 
“Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.” 
 

 

…continued on page 4 
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o You give up too soon – Some prayers are answered very quickly, others may be 
one more prayer away from being answered. Jesus calls us to continuously ask, 
seek, and knock until God answers the prayer. Matthew 7:7-8 says, “Ask, and it will 
be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 
knocks it will be opened.” 
 

o You try to impress people with public prayers – I know pastors, when they 
pray, change their tone and cadence of their voice as a “show.” Every theological 
word is taken out of the draw and is used to impress all with their spiritual acumen. 
It may be quite the spectacle, however, this is not what prayer is about. 
 

o You treat prayer as a last resort – You have tried everything else you know of 
– you might as well try prayer. Imagine what may happen in your life if you tried 
prayer first? Matthew 6:33 states, “But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” 
 

o You don’t pray at all – Maybe the biggest problem people have is that they 
remove prayer from their daily living. When you fail to pray, you are telling God 
you don’t need Him and you are able, by your own strength, to handle any 
situation. If you don’t mind me asking, how has that worked out for you? 

 
Perhaps now would be a good time to pray. You may choose to follow something along 

these lines or insert your own needs. Remember, there is no such thing as a perfect prayer. 

Ask, seek, and knock! Father God, today we come before You, knowing that we can enter 

Your Presence only because of Jesus Christ. We thank You for the privilege we have to 

pray, and praise You for hearing our prayers and meeting our every need in Christ 

Jesus. Lord, now we ask that You hear our prayers, meet our needs, and help us to bring 

You glory in all that we do. In Jesus’ Name, AMEN.  
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A Virtual Mission Conference — New Eyes 

with Ann and Bruce Borquist,  
Missionaries to the Asia Pacific Region 

 
“And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and begged 
him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, 
and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, ‘Do you see 
anything?’ And he looked up and said, ‘I see people, but they look like trees, walking.’ 

Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was 
restored, and he saw everything clearly.” 

Mark 8:22-25 
 

God is doing new things! Assumptions and traditions that we took for granted — maybe  
considered essential and even sacred — don’t work anymore. New ways of thinking  
about and being Jesus-followers are taking their place. It isn’t always comfortable or  
easy to embrace these changes, but when we see things clearly, we discover the seed  
of opportunity…and a surprise or two.  

 
One of those traditions that took 
on new life is the World Mission  
Conference, sponsored every  
July by International Ministries.  
We attended our first WMC in  
1986 with two-years-old baby  
Elena. To our surprise were back  
the following year to be  
commissioned as IM global 
servants. This year, we were 
scheduled to be back in the U.S.  
to participate in the WMC again  
as speakers and workshop  
leaders. When it became clear to  
IM that an in-person conference could not happen in July, the seed of opportunity was  
planted: why not a virtual WMC?  

 
We were invited to speak at the last of five live-streamed 30-minute sessions in July that 
together, became the WMC for 2020. Over 1,100 people from 32 countries joined the  
sessions! Each session had a different mission-related theme, and the presentations by  



September 2020 

5 | P a g e   w w w . m u n c y b a p t i s t c h u r c h . o r g  
 

global servants around the world were inspiring and informative. A highlight for many  
was the live chat that participants used to greet each other, encourage the speakers, and 
ask questions. Hosted by IM Executive Director, Sharon Koh, the presentations we and  
colleague, Madeline Flores-López, gave focused on “Economic Development, Mission 
From Everywhere to Everyone and Short-Term Mission Engagement.” Recordings of  
each of the sessions are now available on the IM website at 
https://www.internationalministries.org/world-mission-conference/.  
 
Speaking of changes, we are learning that the heart of our ministries hasn’t changed.  
What’s changing is the way we go about them. Ann continues to serve as Interim Pastor  
for Wellington Central Baptist Church (our home church) while they search for a new  
lead pastor. She is living first-hand the changes that are happening to church routines  
and traditions, just as you are. She is also busy finalizing a new Short-Term Mission  
guide for ABCUSA churches and providing leadership to the New Zealand organization  
that promotes Theological Education by Extension for church leaders and members.  
Bruce is putting the final touches on an article for an academic journal about faith-based  
social enterprises. He is also beginning to contact Baptist partners who are exploring  
how to use principles of social entrepreneurship to help meet the needs of those  
suffering from the impact of the global pandemic.  

 
We praise God for you and your faithful companionship on the journey with us. 
 
Faithfully, 

&

 
 

 
 
During August, we 
received the One Great 
Hour of Sharing Offering. 
If you missed this offering, 
you can still send gifts by 
marking them, “OGHS,” 
and sending them to the 
church by Tuesday, 
September 15th. 
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God’s Blessings at Muncy Baptist Church 
 
As stated in the Financial Update that was 
attached to last month’s newsletter, we will receive 
$5,000.00 from the Waldron Memorial Fund at 
the First Community Foundation Partnership of 
Pennsylvania, to go towards operating expenses. 
Just as well, we will also receive $7,848.00 to be 
used for our project of adding air conditioning to 
our downstairs kitchen and fellowship area.  
 
Without FCFP, we would not be able to fund these 
missions easily! All of us at Muncy Baptist Church 
would like to recognize the Foundation for making 
our projects possible. Thank you for helping us 
continue our ministry of connecting to Christ and 
serving together! 
 
The Foundation works to improve the quality of life in north central Pennsylvania through 
community leadership, the promotion of philanthropy, the strengthening of nonprofit 
impact, and the perpetual stewardship of charitable assets. FCFP strives to create 
powerful communities through passionate giving. For more information, visit 
www.FCFPartnership.org.  
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Janet Davis 09/03 
Brian Wenhold 09/07 

Emily Moyer 09/10 
Beverly Smith 09/10 

Matt Burke 09/14 
Pastor Don Edwards 09/14 

Rob Kolbrich 09/14 
Benjamin Rose 09/14 

Bill Yeagle 09/14 
Ella Breneisen 09/15 

Kathy Gorg 09/15 
James Place 09/15 

Cameron Yeagle 09/15 
Marie Frederick 09/17 

Laurie Cressman 09/18 
Ken Sheets 09/19 
Tom Smith 09/22 
Billie Rose 09/23 

Kristy Sheets 09/23 
James Taylor 09/25 

Mitchell Johnson 09/27 
Lily Frederick 09/29 

Grace Soars 09/29 

` 

Ken & Kristy Sheets 09/02 
Matt & Serena Johnson 09/05 

Jeff & Lesley Morrison 09/09 

Warren & Paula Fisher 09/14 

Damian & Danielle Hurne 09/14 

James & Denise Taylor 09/19 

Mark & Linda Swinehart 09/23 

Chris & Jade Duhaime 09/27 

Zachary & Ashlee Mull 09/30 

Don’t see your anniversary or birthday? 

Please let us know, so we can celebrate with you! 


