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David went to Nob, to Ahimelek the priest. Ahimelek trembled when he met him, and 

asked, “Why are you alone? Why is no one with you?” 

● After fleeing from Saul, David headed toward Nob, which was now the center of Israelite 

worship after the destruction of Shiloh. He met Ahimelek (sometimes spelled Ahimelech), who 

was serving as the priest. Ahimelek was the great-grandson of Eli.  

● As an officer in Saul’s army, it would have been unusual for David to travel alone. Ahimelek 

feared that something was wrong, and questioned David about what was going on. Some 

scholars point out that Ahimelek may have been aware that David was fleeing from Saul and of 

the events that took place at Naioth (1 Samuel 19:19-24), and this added to his fear.  

 

David answered Ahimelek the priest, “The king sent me on a mission and said to me, ‘No 

one is to know anything about the mission I am sending you on.’ As for my men, I have 

told them to meet me at a certain place.  

● Rather than tell Ahimelek the truth, David used deception. He told Ahimelech he was on an 

urgent, secret mission from the king, and that his men would be meeting him later. This allied 

Ahimelek’s fears, and provided him an excuse to give to Saul if questioned about David 

(however, that excuse would provide worthless (1 Samuel 22:9-19)). 

● The ESV study Bible notes, “David’s deception, however, resulted in the deaths of Ahimelek and 

the priests at Nob (1 Samuel 22:9-19, 22). Though David normally acted as an upright man, the 

Bible does not hesitate to record honestly his instances of wrongdoing.” 

● The New American Commentary points out that in his deception, David may have been, in fact, 

telling the truth. He didn’t use Saul’s name, so his language about a mission from the king, may 

have been referring to a mission from the King, the LORD. If this is the case, David while still be 

deceptive, was being truthful about his orders.  

 

Now then, what do you have on hand? Give me five loaves of bread, or whatever you 

can find.” But the priest answered David, “I don’t have any ordinary bread on hand; 

however, there is some consecrated bread here—provided the men have kept themselves 

from women.” 

● Partially to keep up the deception, but mostly because he was in desperate need of provision, 

David asked for bread from Ahimelek for himself and his men.  

● Ahimelek told David he had no ordinary bread, only consecrated bread. Consecrated bread was 

bread that was offered before the LORD as an offering. It was also called the bread of the 

Presence (Leviticus 24:5-9), and it was only to be eaten by those who were clean, specifically by 

the priests in the Holy Place. 

● Ahimelek was willing to bend the rules, and gave the bread to David and his men, but only if 

they remained “clean.” He specifically mentioned, “keeping themselves from women,” because 

sexual relations was a source of uncleanness, especially on military missions (see Leviticus 

15:18; 2 Samuel 11:9-11). 

 



David replied, “Indeed women have been kept from us, as usual whenever I set out. The 

men’s bodies are holy even on missions that are not holy. How much more so today!” So 

the priest gave him the consecrated bread, since there was no bread there except the 

bread of the Presence that had been removed from before the Lord and replaced by hot 

bread on the day it was taken away. 

● David told Ahimelek that the men were always kept from women, and that they were clean and 

kept holy, especially on this holy mission.  

● Hearing this, Ahimelek bent the Law and gave David the consecrated, bread of the Presence 

from the previous day’s worship. This seems to indicate that these events may have also taken 

place on the Sabbath. 

● The New American Commentary notes this about Ahimelek’s actions, “Specific Torah laws might 

be set aside if higher-level considerations warranted, especially the preservation of life. As a 

vested Aaronic priest, Ahimelech possessed authority to interpret and apply Torah guidelines to 

specific cases and could do so with some latitude. Since food was necessary for life and David 

and his men had no food, it was consistent with Torah principles to provide David and his men 

the means to sustain their lives.” 

● Jesus, Himself, commented on this story, and upheld the merciful actions of the priest in the 

Gospels (see Matthew 12:1-8, Mark 2:23-26, Luke 6:1-5). In His teaching, Jesus said that 

Ahimelek’s son, Abithar, was the High Priest at the time of this interaction. Jesus was most 

likely referring to Abithar because he was alive at the time, as well as the most well-known 

priest.  

 

Now one of Saul’s servants was there that day, detained before the Lord; he was Doeg 

the Edomite, Saul’s chief shepherd. 

● Doeg the Edomite was mentioned as being present when David interacted with Ahimelek. He 

would have been detained because of a vow or perhaps a sin that kept him from leaving the area.  

● Doeg would later return to Saul and provide information about what David did, as well as 

information about his whereabouts (1 Samuel 22:9); this would then also lead to the slaughter of 

the priests (1 Samuel 22:9-19). 

 

David asked Ahimelek, “Don’t you have a spear or a sword here? I haven’t brought my 

sword or any other weapon, because the king’s mission was urgent.” The priest replied, 

“The sword of Goliath the Philistine, whom you killed in the Valley of Elah, is here; it is 

wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. If you want it, take it; there is no sword here but 

that one.” David said, “There is none like it; give it to me.” 

● In his haste, David fled without any weapons. He then asked Ahimelek to provide him with 

something that he could use for protection. The only sword that was available was the sword of 

Goliath, which David used to cut off Goliath’s head. David was then given this unique 

instrument, which he would now carry to provide him with protection. The Faithlife Study Bible 

notes about the swords uniqueness, “The sword was unique—perhaps in size, tensile strength, 

appearance, or composition.” 

 

 


