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INTRODUCTION TO THE 
NEW TESTAMENT

Week 10: 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 3 John, Jude

Review & Catch Up
Questions, Discussion, Sharing Ideas
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Authorship: “Peter, an Apostle of Jesus”
■ Author of 1 Peter is “undisputed” 

by the early church

■ Peter was an eyewitness and 
bold disciple of Jesus Christ

■ Objections to Peter as the author 
do not hold weight and aren’t 
worth our time!

Provenance, Date and Destination
■ Written from “Bablyon” (5:13) most 

likely refers to Rome, where Peter 
would have been in the early 60s

■ Dating 1 Peter before 63 is necessary 
to leave time for 2 Peter’s writing 
before Peter was martyred

■ 1 Peter is directed to a mainly Gentile 
audience to a group of Christians he 
did not preach the Gospel to in Asia 
Minor
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How do we help 
“dear friends” 

find hope amidst 
suffering? 

The Nature of Suffering
■ Several References: 

– “All kinds of trials”
– “Speak maliciously” 
– “A fiery ordeal”

■ Three Suggestions:
– General Official Persecution
– Local Official Persecution
– Local Unofficial Persecution
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The Nature of Suffering
■ 1 Peter points to hostility 

faced by the general 
population, but we can’t rule 
out other persecution

■ Christians were most likely:
– Criticized
– Mocked
– Discriminated
– False chrages

1 Peter and 
the OT

■ Peter quotes the OT 8 
times and alludes to it 
much more. 

■ Other than Hebrews and 
Revelation, no NT book 
depends as heavily on 
the OT
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1 Peter: Basic Outline
I. Greetings (1:1-2)
II. Exhortations to a Holy Life (1:3-5:11)

A. Privileges and Responsibilities (1:3-
2:10)

B. Live as Exiles: Submit (2:11-4:11)
C. Responding to Suffering (4:12-5:11)

III.Closing Benediction (5:12-14)
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He Descended into Hell? Baptism saves? 
■ How do we interpret 1 Peter 3:19-21?

■ Three solutions or views
– The preincarnate Christ preached 

through Noah 
– Between His death and resurrection, 

Christ preached a declaration of victory 
to the fallen angels

– Christ preached to those who died prior 
to His coming, offering them life.
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He Descended into Hell? Baptism saves? 
■ How do we interpret 1 Peter 3:22?

■ “And this baptism that now saves 
you…”
– Baptism is symbolic of salvation, 

what saves is not the act, but what 
it represents

– In the early church, baptism was 
not separated from salvation. 
“Repent and be baptized” were tied 
together. 
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1 Peter: Unique Contributions
 Heavy reliance on common Christian teaching

 Christians belong to the ancestral people of God
 From the OT prophets to the household of God 
 “Chosen people” and a “Holy Nation”

 An emphasis on hope as living and sustaining

 Comfort for suffering Christians
 Remember your identity and hope

 Christology: The actions of Jesus (death, resurrection, 
ascension, return)
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Authorship: “Peter, an Apostle of Jesus”
■ 2 Peter is linked to 1 Peter: “My second 

letter to you” (2 Peter 3:1)

■ There are some objections: 
– Paul’s work are seen as Scripture at 

the time of writing
– Not strongly attested in the early 

church
– Similarities to a Jewish “testament” 

■ Objections to Peter as the author do not 
hold weight, and can all be accounted for

Provenance, Date and Destination
■ Peter’s swan song, written soon 

before his departure from Rome
– 1:13-14 refers to the prophecy 

Peter received from Jesus in John 
21:18-19

■ Peter was martyred by Nero around 
AD 65. 

■ The letter is sent to the same group of 
churches in Asia Minor
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The Purpose of 2 Peter: A look at 3:18-19

Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this 
(There are false teachers, the Lord is returning, suffering is inevitable)

Be on your guard…so you don’t get carried away 
(There are false teachers, the Lord is returning, suffering is inevitable, these 
things will try and carry you away

Grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
(So you can stand against teachers, be guarded until the Lord’s return, and 
endure suffering)

2 Peter: Basic Outline
I. Greetings (1:1-2)
II. Exhortations to Growth in Christian 

Virtue (1:3-11)
III.The Purpose and Authentication of 

Peter’s Message (1:12-21)
IV.Warning Against False Teachers (2:1-22)
V. The Fact of Christ’s Return (3:1-16)
VI.Conclusion and Doxology (3:17-18)
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2 Peter: Unique Contributions
 The seriousness of deviating from the faith and the 

problem of false teachers
 Enhances our understanding of Biblical eschatology:

 Positive teaching on the Day of the Lord in 3:7-13
 Only the book of Revelation speaks more directly 

about the cosmic effects of that day
 Reminds us about the Lord’s mercy even in 

judgment.
 Highlights the importance of “memory” and 

“remembering” as we stay the course

Parallels Between 2 Peter and Jude
■ 2 Peter 2:3/Jude 4: “Condemnation” from the past

■ 2 Peter 2:1/Jude 4: “Deny” the “Sovereign and Lord”

■ 2 Peter 2:4/Jude 6: Angels confined for judgement (rare 
word for darkness)

■ 2 Peter 2:6/Jude 7: Sodom and Gomorrah as examples

■ 2 Peter 2:10/Jude 8: Reject/Despise authority

■ 2 Peter 2:11/Jude 9: Angels do not condemn/heap 
abuse

■ 2 Peter 2:13/Jude 12: False teachers are “blemishes”
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Hey Jude! Who Were You?
 Jude=Judah=Judas. Five men 

with this name are mentioned 
in the NT

 This one identifies himself as 
“a servant of Jesus and a 
brother of James”

 James is the leader of the 
Jerusalem church, and author 
of James

Hey Jude! Who Were You?
 We therefore identify Jude as 

“the brother of Jesus, called 
Judas” (Mark 6:3, Matthew 
13:55)

 The early church confirms this 
belief. 

 The arguments against this 
assertion are weak and not 
worth our time. 



4/12/2018

16

Hey Jude! When, Where, To Who? 
■ Jude cannot be dated after AD 90 (Jude’s 

death), and it is best to date it in the middle 
to late 60s

■ We don’t know where or who Jude wrote to, 
it’s a general letter, but likely written to a 
specific audience.

■ The problem Jude addresses is specific and 
that calls for a specific audience. 

Hey Jude! Why’d You Change Your Mind? 

■ Jude’s initial purpose was one of encouragement.
– “I was eager to write to you about the salvation 

we share…” (3) 

■ But he is forced to contend for the faith and warn 
about false teachers. It’s a difficult, but necessary 
letter 
– I felt I had to write and urge you to contend for 

the faith…for certain men have come…(3-4)
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False Teachers Have “Secretly Slipped in”
■ No way to exactly identify them: Scholars 

have suggested “proto-gnostics” or 
“antinomians”

■ Jude does describe these teachers in great detail: 
– Blemishes (12)

– Boastful (16)

– Selfish (12)

– Scornful of Authority (8-10)

– Greedy (12)

– Sexually Immoral (4,8)

– No substance in teaching (12-13)

– Fallen into errors of the past (11)

Jude and Noncanonical Traditions
 Jude refers to stories that are found in “The 

Assumption of Moses” and “1 Enoch”
 The dispute over Moses’ body (9)
 Enoch’s prophecy (14-15)

 Jude does not cite or quote these stories as 
Scripture

 Jude holds these events as truth, and their 
inclusion in our Scripture, guarantees them 
as such

 Just because a part is true, doesn’t mean 
the whole is…

Jude: Basic Outline
I. Greeting/Salutation (1-2)
II. The Occasion for Writing (3-4)
III.The Judgment of the Ungodly (5-19)
IV.The Exhortation to Believers (20-23)
V. Doxology (24-25)
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Jude: Unique Contributions
 “The most neglected book in the New 

Testament”

 We need to hear the negative, and be wary of 
false teaching…for it is attractive and 
dangerous

 Reminds us to “contend for our faith” and 
stand firm. 

 Teaches us to show mercy, but not condone 
sin (22-23)
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Authorship: John the son of Zebedee
■ John is the last of the disciples to survive and 

therefore called “the elder” but this also might 
relate to his role in Ephesus

■ Evidence for John’s authorship

– Several similarities between John and 1 and 2 
John

– Mention of eyewitness testimony in 1 John

– Authoritative/from an older Christian

– The descriptions of heretics is bold (John was 
called “Son of Thunder” by Jesus)

– A close relationship  to Jesus fits with “the 
beloved disciple”

Place, Date and Destination
 Most likely written from Ephesus. The evidence is 

consistent that John moved to Ephesus during the 
Jewish War and eventually died there. 

 Best dates are in the early 90s, after the writing of the 
Gospel of John

 The Epistles were probably sent to churches in Ephesus 
area (7 Churches of Revelation)
 Gaius is the recipient of 3 John (this was a common 

name in the Roman empire and we can’t say he is 
mentioned other places)
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Purpose: Why Write These Letters?
 John writes to call people back to the love of God and 

assure them of their salvation

 John writes to warn his readers about false teachers 
who are trying to deceive them
 1 John combating false teaching relating to proto-

Gnosticism
 2 John is a warning about traveling teachers who 

espouse false teaching
 3 John is commend Gaius and warn about 

Diotrephes

Gnostic (and other) Errors
– The human body, which is matter 

is evil. God is wholly spirit and 
therefore good.

– Salvation is the escape from the 
body, through special knowledge, 
not faith in Christ

– Christ’s true humanity is denied 
■ Some said Christ only seemed to have a body 

(Doecitism)

■ Others said the divine came at baptism and left 
before the cross (Cerinthus)
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Gnostic (and other) Errors
–The body was evil and 

treated harshly
–There was nothing wrong 

with doing whatever you 
wanted in the body, it was 
fading away and evil anyway 
(A license to sin?)
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1 John: Basic Outline
I. Introduction: The Reality of the Incarnation 

(1:1-4)
II. The Christian Life as Fellowship with the 

Father and Son (1:5-2:28)
III.The Christian Life as Divine Sonship (2:29-

4:6)
IV.The Christian Life as an Integration of the 

Ethical and Christological (4:7-5:12)
V. Conclusion: Great Christian Certainties 

(5:13-21)
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2 John: Basic Outline
I. Greetings (1-3)
II. Commendation (4)
III.Exhortation and Warning (5-11)
IV.Conclusion and Final Greeting (12-13)
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3 John: Basic Outline
I. Greetings (1-2)
II. Commendation of Gaius (3-8)
III.Condemnation of Diotrephes (9-10)
IV.Exhortation to Gaius (11)
V. Example of Demetrius (12)
VI.Conclusion, Benediction and Final 

Greetings. 
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1, 2, 3 John: Unique Contributions
 Remind us of the importance of testing everything 

against the unchanging Gospel. 
 John’s opponents thought they were on the leading 

edge of Christianity, but they had fallen off the map

 Teaching on the doctrine of assurance (1 John 5:13)
 An unrivaled window onto at least part of the New 

Testament church at the end of the apostolic age
 Incredible and rich teaching on love (God’s love for us 

and how that love should be evidenced in our lives)
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Assignments, Wrap Up
■ Discussion Board (Due by April 21st): The General 

Epistles are full of practical and easy to understand advice on 
how we should live, pick one specific teaching from James or 
Hebrews and explain how we can apply to our lives as 
Christians.

■ Catch-up post (Optional)(Due by April 21st): If 
you have missed one or more discussion boards, you can post 
on this forum a reply to the following question: Using Jude’s 
descriptions of false teachers as a template, describe how you 
warn other Christians about false teachers today. How would 
you describe them in ways we would understand? 

Assignments, Wrap Up

■ Read: Carson and Moo Chapter 25: “Revelation”

■ Read: Daniel 2:24-25, 7:1-28, 8:1-22, 11:1-4

■ Read: Matthew 24:27-31

■ Finish Witherington (last chapters)


