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Drawing Closer: A New Attitude 

with Rev. Rob Rice, Pastor 

 

“Maybe this year will be better than the last...” is a line 
from a song called “A Long December” that came out 
when I was in high school. It seems a fitting wish for the 
year we are entering. After a long year that felt as if every 
plan we made was cancelled or postponed and every 
hope we had was dashed, we are longing for 2021 to 
bring a better set of circumstances than we found 
ourselves in last year. However, it looks like this year is 
beginning in the same way the last year left. When the 
clock struck 12, things didn’t magically change. We are 
still currently worshipping online and still facing a 
difficult set of circumstances. So maybe this year won’t 
bring better circumstances than the last. What can we 
do then?  

 
As Christians, we can see the hand of God at work even 
if our circumstances don’t improve or get worse, 
because our hope is not found in the temporary, but in 
the eternal. We can make this year better than the last 
by consciously choosing to rejoice in the ways that God 
is still at work in our midst. The reality is that if we 
would only praise and give thanks to God when things 
are good, we might never praise God at all. 

 
 

…continued on page 2 
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Instead, we should take up the attitude of the prophet Habakkuk, who, when faced with 
challenging and troubling circumstances beyond his control, wrestled with God until he 
came to the place when he could praise and thank God even when things were going 
wrong: 
 

“Even though the fig trees have no blossoms, 
    and there are no grapes on the vines; 

even though the olive crop fails, 
    and the fields lie empty and barren; 
even though the flocks die in the fields, 

    and the cattle barns are empty, 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord! 

    I will be joyful in the God of my salvation! 
The Sovereign Lord is my strength! 

    He makes me as surefooted as a deer, 
    able to tread upon the heights.” 

Habakkuk 3:17-19 NLT 
 
Yes, we can rejoice in the Lord, knowing that He will be our strength as we begin 2021, 
and will guide us through whatever this year will bring! 
 
 

 
 

One of the many blessings that I have experienced in my ministry at Muncy Baptist 
Church, is the faithfulness of God’s people to financially support our work and ministry. 
Even through our time of online only worship, members and friends of the church have 
continued to find ways to see that their tithes and offerings are received by mailing them 
in or dropping them off, and for that we give thanks to God.  
 
During this time, a question that has come to me over and over again is about online 
giving. Given that we are moving to a time when we pay almost every other expense either 
online or with a debit/credit card, it seems only natural that church offerings might also 
be received that way. Having heard that request, we decided to investigate how we could 
make that possible. After discussions with other pastors and our regional staff, we 
determined that the best way to offer online giving was through a service known as 
“tithe.ly.” 
 
 
 

…continued on page 3 
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Beginning on Sunday, January 10th, we will officially begin receiving online gifts through 
this service. You will find a link to give on our webpage (www.muncybaptistchurch.org).  
Simply copy the link into your browser, and fill out the form to make a one time or 
recurring offering to the church. There is a small fee that is associated with the service to 
help with processing (for example, if you give $100.00 via your checking account, the fee 
will be $1.31; there is a slightly higher fee for credit cards). You will notice that by default, 
you will be asked to increase your offering to cover that fee. If you don’t choose that 
option, the fee will be deducted from whatever you give.  
 
To give online, please visit our website and click on the “Tithes & Giving” page, or copy 
and paste the link, https://www.muncybaptistchurch.org/tithes-and-offering, into your 
browser. 
 
Of course, even after we launch this new option, you will still be able to give to the church 
through mailing or dropping off checks or cash, and using your regular envelopes.  
 
 
 
 

 
During the month of January, we will be receiving an offering for the Partner’s in Ministry 
Offering, to benefit the mission and ministry of the American Baptist Churches of 
Pennsylvania and Delaware. If you wish to donate to this mission, please mark your 
envelopes, “Partner’s in Ministry.” 
 
If you wish to learn more about this ministry, please visit 
https://www.abcopad.org/Mission_Resources/ABCOPAD-Partners-In-
Ministry_Offering/. 
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Are You A Wise Guy or Gal? 
with Rev. Dr. Don Edwards, 

Associate Pastor of Evangelism & Outreach  
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 states, “Trust in the Lord with all your 

heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your 

ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” 

 

Trust (Psalm 37:5, “Commit your way to the Lord…”) is a 

confidence that is bold in the one to be trusted. Here in 

Proverbs, the object is directly noted – the one is the Lord! 

Now this trust isn’t defined as a simple hope, or maybe it will 

happen; the clear injunction is “with all your heart.” 

 

Our “hearts” certainly have been vexed in 2020. As we approach 2021, we as Christians 

must proclaim that we do not know what the future holds, but we do know who holds the 

future. This affirmation of trust is our commitment in the goodness of our Lord Jesus, 

and must be proclaimed with a boldness and confidence of our whole heart. 

 

Proverbs to me offers only two choices, foolishness or wisdom! Proverbs 1:6-7 enhances 

what I have previously shared, “…for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings 

and riddles of the wise. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 

but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

 

To fear the Lord is a loving reverence for God that includes submission to His lordship 

and to the commands of His Word. Doing this in 2021 will truly give you wisdom and 

make you a wise gal or guy. 

 

Prayer – Lord, help me to look to you for wisdom, strength, and hope! Amen. 
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Can You Guess Who? 
 

In each newsletter, pictures of past events at Muncy Baptist will be shared. You can try to 
guess who the people are, and in some cases, where the events were held. Answers of who 
are in the pictures will be shared in the following newsletter, so be sure to save the picture 
and look for the answers next month!  
 
If you would like to participate in this challenge, and have pictures of past events at the 
church, feel free to send them to muncybaptistoffice@gmail.com, with the answers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December’s “Can You Guess Who?” Answers: Tom and Esther Henninger 
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A Letter from Wayne and Katherine Niles, 

Missionaries to Congo 

 

Dear Muncy Baptist Family, 

 

What is it like to be blind, and then see? While elaborate eye care (even with lasers) is now 

routinely available in the U.S., folks in Congo and in much of the world have “nowhere to 

go” for affordable eye care. This past month, with Dr. Fabrice’s visit to Bandunduville, 135 

patients received eye care, and some, blinded by cataracts, saw again! The morning Dr. 

Fabrice arrived, patients created a veritable traffic jam at the door of the Baptist Hospital. 

Twelve hours of triaging eye patients, some coming from miles away, started his two-week 

visit. 

 

The city of Bandunduville, a provincial capital 

with a population of 200,000, has no eye care. 

Even for a pair of glasses, patients must reach 

Kinshasa or Vanga. In 1966, this need led my 

missionary father, Dr. Dan Fountain, to get 

training in glaucoma care and cataract surgery. 

Ever since, ophthalmology services have been 

available to patients who can get to the Vanga 

hospital. Eventually, Dr. Makwanga, the first 

resident in family medicine at Vanga, decided to 

specialize in ophthalmology. He trained at the 

University of Kinshasa, with a Belgian 

ophthalmologist and funding from the “Christ 

Blind Mission” (CBM) organization. He became 

an accomplished ophthalmologist, with a 

passion for increasing access to eye care by 

training health center nurses to diagnose and 

treat basic problems, and to determine those needing specialized care. Dr. Makwanga’s 

passion and expertise pioneered community based and specialized eye care in Congo.  

 

 

…continued on page 6 

Dr. Fabrice (left) and Dr. Jean-Aimee. 
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Four years ago, two senior staff physicians at Vanga took up the baton. CBM sponsored 

training for Dr. Fabrice in cataract surgery and Dr. Jean-Aimee in general ophthalmology. 

God inspired these physicians to become instruments through which extending access to 

eye care, the vision of Dr. Fountain and Dr. Makwanga, might become a reality again; the 

visit to the Baptist Hospital in Bandunduville is a first step. 

 

Enthused to be the first partners in 

this endeavor, the resourceful 

Bandundville hospital team creatively 

overcame obstacles to assure Dr. 

Fabrice’s success. Bright “Chinese” 

flashlights became operating room 

spotlights. Extra hands assured timely 

re-sterilization between surgeries to 

stretch the minimally available 

equipment. Mattresses strategically 

placed on the floor aptly 

accommodated patient overflow. My 

phone filled with photos and 

messages of thanks from the staff, 

elated to have participated in this 

combined ministry. 

 

On his way back to Vanga from Bandunduville, Dr. Fabrice stopped by the Medical 

Coordination office. Exhausted, but exhilarated by the experience and accomplishments, 

he shared suggestions, needs, and possibilities for future collaboration to extend eye care 

to people without access.   

 

THANK YOU for partnering with us, with CBM, with the Vanga Hospital staff, and a host 

of eager teams in the Baptist hospital network, who, through GOD’S LOVE and your 

prayers, are doing what Jesus would do in giving sight to the blind.  

 

Prayerfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enduring 5 years of blindness, this school 

principal received sight in his right eye again! 
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Brycen Savoy 01/01 
John Flick 01/05 

Susan Steele 01/06 
Kaitlyn Sheets 01/08 

Mia Grace Fisher 01/10 
Jim Woodruff 01/12 

Carol Koch 01/13 
Peggy Reese 01/13 

Ruth Little 01/15 
Troy Geiger 01/18 

Schawanna Vermilya 01/18 
Megan Woodruff 01/20 

Bud Breneisen 01/21 
Susan Craig 01/23 

Kaylyn McCarty 01/23 
Jayson Parent 01/24 
Alyssa Geiger 01/25 

Roberta Ravert 01/25 
Jonah Taylor 01/25 

Whitney Breneisen 01/26 
David Dunmire  01/26 

John Smith 01/26 
Jacob Soars 01/30 

Larry Gardner 01/31 
 

Don’t see your anniversary or birthday? 
Please let us know, so we can celebrate with you! 


