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Background note: The Expositor’s Bible Commentary does a nice job of summarizing this 

section of 1 John, “This section concludes the first part of 1 John by offering a final broad test to 

identify true Christians. John challenges believers to recognize the distinction between 

themselves and the world and to ally themselves with God. The challenge is undergirded by a 

rallying cry of slogans and traditional sayings (vv. 12–14) that remind believers of their past 

faithfulness.” 

 

I am writing to you, dear children, 

    because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name. 

I am writing to you, fathers, 

    because you know him who is from the beginning. 

I am writing to you, young men, 

    because you have overcome the evil one. 

I write to you, dear children, 

    because you know the Father. 

I write to you, fathers, 

    because you know him who is from the beginning. 

I write to you, young men, 

    because you are strong, 

    and the word of God lives in you, 

    and you have overcome the evil one. 

● After discussing the foundational statement that God is light and how that statement 

impacts the way we deal with sin and live our lives, John once again inserted a purpose 

statement in his letter. Six times, the phrase “I am writing/I write to you,” is used in 

these few verses of Scripture.  

● Much of the scholarly writing on these verses of Scripture focus on identifying the 

different groups that John wrote to “dear children, fathers, young men.” The Faithlife 

Study Bible notes, “The designations of children, fathers, and young men could be 

synonyms used for rhetorical purposes; they might represent different age groups or be 

labels for varying stages of spiritual maturity, or perhaps time in the Christian 

community.” 

● While the identifications are not clear, John’s statements are clear. They are statements 

of fact and assurance.  

○ Statement 1 (“dear children”): Your sins have been forgiven by Jesus Christ. This 

statement refers to what John discussed in 1 John 1:9-2:2. The New American 

Commentary notes, “The first and most fundamental word of encouragement that 

John can give to all members of the church is that in the past they were forgiven 

of their sins and that this forgiveness remains effective in their lives.” 



○ Statements 2 & 4 (addressed to fathers/elders): You know Him who is from the 

Beginning. This is a statement of a relationship with Jesus Christ (see 1 John 1:1, 

John 1:1). The Expositor’s Bible Commentary notes, “By reminding his audience 

that their experience of Jesus is real and authentic, John hopes to encourage 

them to keep themselves distinct from the world.” 

○ Statement 3 (addressed to young men, perhaps leaders in the church): You have 

overcome the evil one. This statement is repeated at the end of this address. It is a 

statement of victory, to remind us of the victory over sin and Satan that comes 

through Jesus Christ.  

○ Statement 5 (“dear children”): You know the Father. The implication of the first 

statement is that this is true because of a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

○ Statement 6 (addressed to young men, perhaps leaders in the church): You are 

strong, and the word of God lives/abides in you. These two statements go hand in 

hand, and are a reminder of the strength that comes from knowing Jesus and 

knowing the word of God. The command to be strong was spoken to a young 

leader in Scripture (see Joshua 1:7). John may have written this command to 

remind young Christians or young leaders that they do have the strength to live a 

life for God; they are able to endure hardship and persecution because of the 

strength that comes from knowing God and holding fast to His word.  

 

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for 

the Father is not in them.  

● After the encouragement and assurance that we have overcome evil and have strength 

because of our relationship with Jesus Christ, John issued a command. We are not to 

love the world or anything in it. John explained that his reference to the world was not a 

reference to the physical place, but the sinful attitude and lifestyle that the world 

embraces, instead. The Faithlife Study Bible explains, “The values of human societies 

should not define believers. Instead, they should be shaped by Jesus’ values. John is in 

favoring [sic] of love, but acquiescing to evil is not love. The believer’s passion should not 

be for what culture offers but for what God desires.” 

● This statement parallels what Jesus said in the Gospels about the inability to serve two 

masters (see Matthew 6:24). It is impossible to love the world and also love God, because 

the world is a place full of sin, evil, and darkness, while God is light.  

 

For everything in the world — the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life — comes not from the Father but from the world.  

● John identified three primary attitudes that are at work in the sinful world: lust of the 

flesh, lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. 

○ Lust of the flesh: In using the word “flesh,” John identified a behavior that is in 

contrast to the work of the Spirit. The Faithlife Study Bible notes, “John is not 

suggesting that being human is a negative thing; rather, he is referring to worldly 

values that are unacceptable to God. For John, a war wages between people’s evil 

desires (and the desires of evil spiritual powers) and God’s desires (see note on 



John 1:5). Paul identifies the same conflict and uses the same Greek word to do so 

(compare note on Gal 5:19–21).” 

○ Lust of the eyes: Jesus said, “The eye is the lamp of the body” (Matthew 6:22). 

Being the window to our hearts, if the eyes are consumed with sinful vision, that 

will lead to a sinful heart. About this phrase, Biblical Scholar, James Boice, notes, 

“The ‘lust of his eyes’ certainly refers to the desire to ‘keep up with the Joneses’ in 

regard to the appearance of the home, the second car, the vacation cottage, and 

other material considerations. But it also refers to the desire to keep up with the 

Joneses in terms of the husband’s status at work, the wife’s position in the 

Women’s Association, the social acceptability of the children, and all other such 

nonmaterial but nevertheless worldly values.” 

○ Pride of life: This phrase is sometimes translated as “arrogance of material 

possessions.” The idea behind this phrase is a person’s pride in what they have 

and what they have done. Pride keeps people from seeking after God. As the NET 

Bible notes, “The person who thinks he has enough wealth and property to 

protect himself and insure his security has no need for God (or anything outside 

himself).” 

 

The world and its desires pass away, but whoever does the will of God lives 

forever. 

● John’s final words are a reminder of the temporary nature of this world. One day, the 

world in its present state will come to an end. However, those who do the will of God 

(which begins with believing in Jesus Christ), will receive eternal life.  

 

 


