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INTRODUCTION TO THE 
NEW TESTAMENT

Week 5: Galatians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 & 2 
Corinthians

New Testament Letters: The Basics

 21 of the books of the New Testament are 
letters

 The letter was not a typical method of 
Jewish instruction, but was chosen by 
Paul and others because they provide:
 Relatively quick communication 

across a great distance
 Personal presence from a distance 

(When Paul couldn’t be there, he 
could instruct as if he was) 

New Testament Letters: 
Amanuenses

 Clearly scribes or amanuenses wrote 
down some of the letters (Rom. 
16:22)

 Paul sometimes added a final 
greeting in his own hand (Gal. 6:11)

 Amanuenses may explain some subtle 
stylistic differences between Paul’s 
letters, but the case is not strong 
enough to ignore the stated author
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New Testament Letters:  Characteristics*
 The name of the writer

 The name of the addressee

 Greeting

 Body of Letter
 Thanksgiving, prayer, teaching, 

concluding travel plans

 Ethical/Practical Advice

 Conclusion/Benediction/Final Greetings

 *Not all of these are included in every 
letter, they take different forms
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Galatians: Authorship and 
Acceptance

 Written by Paul (1:1)

 “That Galatians is a genuine, 
authentic Epistle is 
indisputable”

 Adopted/accepted into the 
Canon from very early days

Northern 
Theory

Southern 
Theory

Galatians: For the South
 We have information that Paul visited the south.
 The expression that speaks of Paul’s travels “The region of 

Phrygia and Galatia” refers to this area
 Roman Imperial name Galatians refers to a province, not a 

people group
 The northern part of the country was not as open as the south
 There are great lines of communication in the south, as opposed 

to the north
 Barnabas is mentioned as one who was known, and we have no 

evidence that Barnabas accompanied Paul to the north. He did 
go with Paul to churches in the south on Paul’s first missionary 
journey. 
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Dating Galatians
■ Two theories: AD 48 prior to the 

Jerusalem council or during Paul’s third 
journey (AD 52-57)

■ Both depend on what visit to Jerusalem 
is described in Galatians 2. 

■ Early theory ties Galatians 2 to Acts 
11:28-30, known as the Famine Relief 
Visit

■ Later theory ties Galatians 2 to Acts 15, 
known as the Jerusalem Council

An Early Date: 
Galatians 2=Famine Relief 

■ Paul’s list of visits in Galatians is complete if Galatians was 
written prior to his third visit to Jerusalem (1:18, 2:1)

■ Galatians 2:1: Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem in 
response to a revelation (Acts 11:28)

■ Galatians 2:2: Recounts that this visit was a private visit, 
while Acts 15 would have been a public meeting

■ Galatians 2:10: does not indicate the letter that was sent at 
the end of the Council, but to “remember the poor” 

■ Galatians 2:11: Peter’s inconsistent behavior doesn’t fit 
after Acts 15 when such issues were made clear

An Later Date: 
Galatians 2=Acts 15

■ Paul is with Barnabas, and the key players from the 
Jerusalem Council are mentioned

■ Paul discusses how he preached the Gospel (Acts 15:4)

■ The discussion centers around what should be done about 
the Gentiles.

■ Paul’s mission is affirmed to the Gentiles

■ However, even with this evidence, and other arguments 
regarding style and place in the rest of Paul’s letters, this 
evidence isn’t convincing. 
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Occasion: Why Write Galatians?
■ Paul’s authority had been undermined

■ Paul’s reputation and teaching had been questioned.

■ Circumcision (a symbol of keeping the whole law) was being 
insisted on. 

■ False-teachers from the Jewish Christian camp were 
promoting Judaism over Christ, and causing divisions

■ The Gospel was being compromised, and Paul must defend 
it. 

■ Galatians is an “impassioned appeal” to return to 
faith!

Galatians: Basic Outline
I. Introduction (1:1-10)
II. Personal: Defense of Paul’s Apostleship/Mission (1:11-2:21)

A. Received by Revelation (1:11-12)
B. Independent of Jerusalem Apostles (1:13-2:21)

III. Doctrinal: Defense of Justification by Faith (3:1-4:31)
A. Vindication of Justification by Faith (3:1-18)
B. The Purpose of the Law (3:19-4:7)
C. Appeal Concerning Justification by Faith (4:8-31)

IV. Practical: Defensive of Christian Liberty (5:1-6:10)
A. Liberty vs. Law (5:1-12)
B. Liberty vs. License (5:13-26)
C. Liberty to Love (6:1-10)

V. Conclusion (6:11-18)

Galatians: Unique Contributions
 Reminds us that salvation is from God, not from some 

human achievement
 Stresses the importance of justification by faith alone in 

Christ alone
 A reminder that God’s way has always been promise and 

faith (Abraham)
 Sin as slavery, Christ as freedom
 Shows us how our freedom should influence our everyday 

lives 
 Shows us how life in the Spirit differs from life in the flesh
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1 and 2 Thessalonians: Major 
Themes

 The interactions of Paul and the Thessalonians, His desire 
to be with them(1 Thessalonians 1-3)

 Standing firm in the face of persecution (2 Thessalonians)

 The will of God translated into everyday life 

 Eschatology Teaching about the Second Coming: Our Hope 
in Christ (1 Thessalonians 4-5, 2 Thessalonians 2)
 The use of Parousia: Greek meaning arrival, or coming, 

refers to the Second coming of Christ. 
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Thessalonians: Authorship and 
Acceptance

 Written by Paul (1:1) along 
with Silas and Timothy
 Paul is the primary voice 

among the three
 No reason to doubt the 

authorship of 2 
Thessalonians
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The Destination: Thessalonica
 A natural harbor, the meeting place 

of four major roads

 Around 100,000, the metropolis of 
Macedonia: “The Key to the whole 
of Macedonia”

 Second Missionary journey 
destination (with difficult results): 
Acts 17:1-9

 Paul may have stayed there 
anywhere from 1 month-4 months

Dating/Ordering Thessalonians
■ Best date is AD 50-51 for both letters. The first being written during his stay in 

Corinth.

But what order should we put the letters in? 

■ Some say keep the natural order:
– The signature was added to the 2nd letter because forgeries had arisen
– The claim of 1 Thessalonians 5:1 may refer to oral teaching
– 2nd Thessalonians 2:15 presumes another letter had been written

■ Some say 2nd Thessalonians came first:
– Persecution is present reality in 2nd, but has passed in 1st

– Paul’s signature should belong in the first letter
– Paul’s claim in 1 Thessalonians 5:1 makes sense if 2 Thessalonians 2:1-

12 came before it

■ In the end, it’s best to assume the usual sequence of the letters, and have 
them relatively close together
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Occasion: Why Write Thessalonians?
■ Major Purpose of both letters: To strength the faith of new 

converts.

■ 1st Thessalonians: Three Other Purposes:
– To clear up misconceptions about his motives (He left 

quickly)
– To remind the Thessalonians of some key ethical 

implications of their faith
– To comfort the Thessalonians after the death of some 

fellow Christians

■ 2nd Thessalonians: A focus on problems that came with a 
fresh outbreak of persecution/suffering

1st Thessalonians: Basic Outline
I. Introduction (1:1)
II. Paul’s Relationship with the Thessalonians (1:2-3:13)

A. Thanks for the Thessalonians (1:2-10)
B. Defense of Paul’s conduct and their conversion (2:1-16)
C. Paul’s Desire to Visit (2:17-3:10)
D. Transition: Benediction (3:11-13)

III. Paul’s Exhortation to the Thessalonians (4:1-5:22)
A. Proper Horizontal Relations within the Body (4:1-12)
B. The Imminent Return of the Lord (4:13-5:11)
C. Proper Hierarchical Relations within the body (5:12-22)

IV. Concluding Remarks (5:23-28)

2nd Thessalonians: Basic Outline
I. Introduction (1:1-2)
II. Comfort in Affliction (1:3-12)
III. Correction Concerning the Day of the Lord 

(2:1-12)
IV.Reminder Concerning their Destiny (2:13-

17)
V. Exhortations Concerning Practical Matters 

(3:1-15)
VI.Closing Remarks (3:16-18)
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Thessalonians: Unique Contributions

 Eschatology: (1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-12)

 Detail about sequence
 Parousia as imminent and 

unexpected
 Judgment is coming for the wicked
 The Day of the Lord will occur only 

after preliminary events

Thessalonians: Unique Contributions

 The message of the Gospel, and the 
power of the Word of God

 To strength the faith of new converts
 In the face of hostile, pluralistic world 

(Sound like today?)
 After the initial fire cools, to remain 

steadfast
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Paul’s Relationship with the 
Corinthians

 AD 50: Paul arrives in Corinth (on His second Missionary 
Journey) and spends 1 ½ years there (Acts 18:11)

 AD 51: From Ephesus, Paul sends Apollos to Corinth to 
minister on his behalf

 AD 52: Paul writes a letter to Corinth from Ephesus, which is 
lost (1 Corinthians 5:9)

 AD 54 (Spring): Upon hearing from Chloe, and a delegation 
from Corinth, Paul writes 1 Corinthians from Ephesus

Paul’s Relationship with the 
Corinthians

 AD 54 (Fall): Paul visits Corinth, and this becomes a short, 
painful visit (2 Corinthians 2:1)

 AD 54 (Fall): Paul returns to Ephesus, and writes a severe, 
painful letter (lost) which was delivered by Titus

 AD 55 : Paul meets Titus in Macedonia, and hears that the 
Corinthians are getting straightened out (2 Corinthians 7:6-
16), and writes 2 Corinthians (Fall)

 AD 55/56 (Winter) Paul again visits the Corinthians
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Corinthians: Authorship and 
Acceptance

 Written by Paul, but some 
question the integrity of 2nd

Corinthians as a whole

 Early acceptance by the 
church, though 1st

Corinthians received more 
use

The Destination: Corinth
■ Located at the center of 

trading routes, making 
it a wealthy city

■ The church had not 
transformed from the 
surrounding culture, 
which valued social 
status

■ Low moral standards: 
(i.e. “Corinthian girl”
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Occasion: Why Write Corinthians?
 To address individual questions, issues 

that are raised.
 To address the opponents who are 

divided and stand against Paul
 To deal with a people who believe they 

are spiritual, but don’t fully understand 
what it means to follow Christ. 

Textual Issues: 2 Corinthians 10-13
 Given our timeline, this section of Scripture seems to indicate 

that the situation is desperate yet again. What are some theories 
to explain this? 
 2 Corinthians 10-13 is actually the severe, painful and has been put 

in the wrong place
 2 Corinthians 10-13 belongs where it is, and can be explained by “a 

sleepless night” or “change of emotion”
 2 Corinthians 10-13 is actually a 5th letter
 2 Corinthians 10-13 represents “new information” that Paul received 

which caused his tone to change

 The second and fourth theories probably best explain what 
happened, though this should not cause any trouble in our study 
of the book

1st Corinthians: Basic Outline
I. Greeting and Thanksgiving (1:1-9)
II. Responding to Issues within the church (1:10-16-9)

A. Divisions (1:10-4:21)
B. Scandals (5-6)
C. Marriage (7)
D. Christian Liberty (8:1-11:1)
E. Worship Issues (11:2-14)
F. The Gospel (15)
G. Collections (16:1-9)

III. Closing Words and Benediction (16:10-24)
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2nd Corinthians: Basic Outline
I. Greeting/Thanksgiving (1:1-11)
II. Answering the Critics Charges(1:12-7:16)

A. Defense of Paul’s Conduct (1:12-2:13)
B. The Nature of True Apostleship (2:14-7:16)

III. Exhortation to Give: Collection for Jerusalem (8:1-9:15)
IV. Affirmation of Apostolic Authority (10:1-13:1)

A. In Spite of Appearance (10:1-11)
B. In Spite of Invasion of False Apostles (10:12-18)
C. Vindication of Paul’s Authenticity (11:1-12:13)
D. Paul’s Plan to return for a third visit (12:14-13:10)

V. Final Exhortation/Greetings (13:11-14)

Corinthians: Unique Contributions
 Reveals how the unchanging Gospel 

applies to ever-changing circumstances

 Reveals the best picture of character of 
Paul: Christian, Pastor, Apostle

 Reveals how the cross shapes ethics, 
priorities, attitudes

Corinthians: Unique Contributions
 Teaching on

 The church:
 The body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12)
 The Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11)

 Love (1 Corinthians 13)
 The Resurrection (1 Corinthians 15)
 The Sufficiency of Grace (2 Corinthians 9-

11) and the condemnation of arrogance
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Assignments, Wrap Up

■ Read: Carson/Moo: Chapter 10 “Romans”

■ Read: Witherington: Chapter 10 (You can read 
ahead if you’d like)

■ Application Project Topic Due by March 7th

■ Pray for and welcome guest instructor Rev.
Scott Jones next Saturday!!
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