
4/23/2018

1

INTRODUCTION TO THE 
NEW TESTAMENT

Week 12: Modern Text, Presentations

From the First Century to today…
■ After the NT books were written and 

compiled by the church fathers, copies 
were made on papyrus

■ Papyrus Codex or bound volumes 
were used as early as the AD 100s in 
place of scrolls.

■ AD 200-300 Earliest translations into 
Latin, Coptic and Syriac 

From the First Century to today…
■ AD 382 Jerome begins the Latin Vulgate 

translation which will become official 
Bible for centuries

■ 1382 Wycliffe Bible is first English Bible 
(named to honor John Wycliffe who 
wanted Bible for the common people)

■ 1408-Illegal to translate the Bible into 
English without permission of bishop

■ 1400s First Gutenberg Bible (Latin 
Vulgate) is printed
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From the First Century to today…
■ 1516 (with later editions) Erasmus publishes 

“Textus Receptus” (Received Text) from 5 or 6 
Greek manuscripts (dated in the 12th century)
– 1522 Martin Luther’s translation into 

German
– 1525 Tyndale’s translation (which forms 

the basis for the King James Version
– 1535 Coverdale Bible (first full Bible 

printed in English)
– 1560 The Geneva Bible 

From the First Century to today…KJV?
■ 1611: King James Bible based on Textus

Receptus is published as the Authorized 
Version. 

■ 1769: King James Bible is revised and 
this  edition is in use today. 

■ 1885 Revised Version is updated version 
of King James Bible with influence from 
newer manuscripts.

■ 1901 American Standard Version: 
Reversion of King James Bible in 
American English. 

Older Manuscripts Discovered: 1629-1947
■ 1629 Codex Alexandrinus (AD 400s): One of 

the earliest and most complete copy of the 
New Testament is made available to scholars

■ Codex Sinaiticus (AD 300s) Earliest complete 
copy of the New Testament is found near Mt. 
Sinai

■ 1889 Codex Vaticanus (AD 300s) Earliest and 
perhaps most reliable copy is released to 
scholars

■ 1947 Dead Sea Scrolls (Old Testament) found
■ All translations (except KJV, NKJV) are based 

on these manuscripts rather than the textus
receptus



4/23/2018

3

What is important to understand? 
■ The modern text is very reliable. 

■ Many variations are minor and not critical to 
our understanding of God’s Word. 

■ Understand what you are reading in a 
translation and the rules used to translate. 

■ Consult textual notes (NET Bible=Bible.org) for 
help with the original languages
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Assignments, Wrap Up

■ Reminder: Submit your last test (and reading log) 
no later than May 5th. You will receive your grades 
on your presentation and test (along with your 
final grade) via email by May 11th. 

■ Thank you for your hard work, and my God give 
you continued success in all that you do. 


